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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE 


This is the report of President John T. Wigginton delivered at the Palm Beach Ccnvention March 23. 


With this convention, we bring to 
a close our first year as an integrated 
Bar in Florida. Although our accom- 
plishments have not been particularly 
spectacular, I feel that a firm foun- 
dation has been laid upon which the 
lawyers of Florida will build monu- 
mental contributions to a more per- 
fect administration of justice in our 
State. 

We have constituted, and there is 
now efficiently operating under the 
able direction of our Secretary, Sallye 
Cooksey, a permanent State Headquar- 
ters located in the Supreme Court 
Building in Tallahassee. For the first 
time in the history of our profession, 
we have on file the correct names and 
addresses of every lawyer entitled to 
practice law in this state. Accurate 
records of the financial affairs of the 
Bar are being kept and complete files 
on the various activities of our organi- 


zation are maintained. Full informa- 
tion on any phase of the Bar’s work is 
available and will be supplied upon 
request. 

Under the watchful eye and guid- 
ing hand of our Committee on Pub- 
lications, and with the able services 
of its editor, Mr. Henry Wrenn, the 
Florida Law Journal has grown both 
in qualitative and financial stature. 
It is being rapidly developed into the 
house organ for which purpose it was 
intended, and at the same time is 
being made self-sustaining, rather 
than a financial liability to the Bar. 

Our Public Relations Committee, to- 
gether with its professional counsel, 
has secured for the Bar hundreds of 
column inches of favorable publicity 
throughout the year. In addition, cor- 
responding committees dealing with 
the problems of public relation in the 
several local and regional Bar asso- 
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ciations have been supplied with in- 
formation, advice and assistance in 
securing publicity on a local and re- 
gional level. It is admitted that our 
efforts in this regard have been to 
a large extent offset and diminished 
by the unfavorable publicity given 
our profession by a few lawyers in 
the State who, because of their con- 
duct, have been rightfully, or wrong- 
fully, pointed to by the Press and 
public of Florida in a spirit of ridi- 
cule, contempt and shame. Under the 
circumstances, it sometimes seems fu- 
tile to continue with the expenditure 
of money and effort to the end that 
the confidence in and respect for the 
legal profession may be enhanced in 
the eyes of the general public. Your 
officers and directors have conclud- 
ed, however, that a well planned and 
intelligently handled program of pub- 
lic relations must be continued and 
expanded. This—in the hope that 
prompt, vigorous and fearless discip- 
linary measures may be employed to 
restrain and deter those lawyers whose 
conduct has so seriously prejudiced 
the standing of our profession in the 
public mind. 

For the first time in the history of 
the Bar, legal institutes have been held 
at least one time in practically every 
circuit of the State, under the spon- 
sorship of your committee on Legal 
Institutes. In many circuits, more than 
one institute was conducted. Strenu- 
ous efforts were made to extend this 
work into each of the sixteen circuits 
of this state. Failure to serve those 
circuits not reached by the committee 
resulted from a lack of interest which 
our efforts were unable to overcome. 
The enthusiastic response from the 
great majority of lawyers, to the type 
of institute sponsored by the Bar, has 
been gratifying indeed. It bespeaks an 
interest on the part of the general 
practitioner to constantly improve his 
position, in order that he may render 
more valuable service to his clients 
and his community. This could not 
happen except in a sincere and en- 
lightened Bar. In connection with this 
program, much effort and time were 


expended by some of the ablest mem- 
bers of both the Bar and Bench in 
bringing their messages to the law- 
yers in the several sections of Florida. 
For this invaluable contribution we 
are individually grateful. 

The grievance committees consti- 
tuted in the several circuits of Florida 
have given generously of their time 
and talents in hearing complaints 
brought against members of the Bar 
by laymen with whom they have been 
associated. The greater majority of 
these complaints arose as a result of 
misunderstanding between the law- 
yer and his client. It is apparent that 
under the pressure of business, law- 
yers have sometimes been neglectful 
in taking the time necessary to ex- 
plain fully to their clients the various 
involvements inherent in a legal un- 
dertaking. Had this been done, many 
of such complaints would not have 
arisen. Another substantial percent- 
age of complaints were brought by 
malcontents, neurotics and disappoint- 
ed litigants. This is a problem we will 
always have with us, but one that 
must be handled patiently to the end 
that criticism, although unjustified, 
will be held to a minimum. Only a 
very small percentage of the com- 
plaints filed have been found to con- 
tain a substantial basis. Such com- 
plaints affect only a fraction of one 
percent of the entire Bar. Yet, it is 
only because of the defaults and in- 
discretions of this relative handful of 
lawyers that the entire profession and 
all members thereof are criticized. The 
grievance committees are dealing with 
these cases in a fair and impartial 
manner. They are making sure that 
ample proof is being submitted to 
show beyond doubt that the accused 
attorney is guilty of unprofessional 
conduct. Our machinery for handling 
such complaints is such as to make 
progress necessarily slow. To protect 
the innocent, such complaints are 


handled as a confidential matter and 
not made a public record until they 
reach their last stage in the Supreme 
Court. Because of the apparent slow- 
ness with which complaints are being 
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handled, and the secrecy surrounding 
the proceedings, the Press and the 
Public are reaching the conclusion 
that nothing is being done. This is 
far from the truth, but we are in a 
position which prevents us from open- 
ing our files and proving that we 
have been more diligent than seems 
apparent. I recommend that a peti- 
tion be filed with the Supreme Court 
asking that the disciplinary article of 
the Integration Rule be amended so 
as to make complaints a matter of 
public record at the time a referee is 
appointed to investigate the complaint 
against an offending attorney, instead 
of waiting until the matter is subse- 
quently filed in the Supreme Court 
for the imposition of punishment. I 
also recommend that more frequent 
meetings of the Board of Governors, 
or subcommittee of the Board, be held 
for the sole purpose of considering 
and clearing grievance committee re- 
ports. By doing this, the progress of 
the proceeding will not be delayed 
until the quarterly meeting of the 
Board. I do not think this will have 
the effect of exposing innocent attor- 
neys to unjustified criticism, but, on 
the other hand, it wili dispell the sus- 
picion which inevitab!y surrounds secret 
proceedings, and at the same time will 
show that the Bar is diligent in the 
handling of its grievance matters. In 
view of many checks provided in the 
disciplinary machinery, designed to pro- 
tect the innocent attorney, I feel that 
we have a right to confidently expect 
that when a complaint is finally lodged 
in the Supreme Court, carrying the 
Bar’s recommendation for disciplinary 
action, such recommendation will be 
honored and disciplinary action will fol- 
low: 


I am proud to report that we have 
entered a new era in the relationship 
of the Bar with the judiciary, looking 
to a solution of our mutual problems 
relating to a more orderly and efficient 
administration of justice. In the past, 
there has been an obvious reluctance 
on the part of either our Supreme 
Court, the Circuit Judges Organization, 


or the Bar, to assert vigorous leader- 
ship on those problems affecting our 
profession. Perhaps this was due to a 
mixed feeling of independence and 
pride on the part of each group. Little 
progress was ever made in solidifying 
our efforts in joint action calculated to 
meet and solve our problems, with due 
consideration to the problems of all 
groups concerned. 


Your committee on judicial adminis- 
tration, with the advice and consent of 
the judiciary, has agreed to spearhead 
all movements deemed feasible and nec- 
essary to render a better service to the 
people of Florida. At the invitation of 
the committee on judicial administra- 
tion, a meeting held in Jacksonville on 
the 14th of this month. In addition to 
the Bar committee, sub-committees rep- 
resenting our Supreme Court and the 
Circuit Judges Association were in at- 
tendance. It was indeed heartening to 
see a willingness on the part of all three 
groups to sincerely and in good faith 
lay the groundwork for reforms in our 
judicial system to be effected by legis- 
lation and constitutional revision. Al- 
though honest differences of opinion 
were thoroughly expressed, all questions 
were harmoniously resolved with due 
regard to the interests and viewpoints 
of the respective groups. Procedure for 
continued future action was agreed 
upon, out of which we may expect meas- 
ures which will go far toward improv- 
ing our system of judicial administra- 
tion. With the Bench and Bar working 
hand in hand in such joint enterprises, 
success seems assured. We can look 
forward to the day, not too far in the 
future, when the Integrated Bar, acting 
jointly with the advice and consent of 
the judiciary, will so command the con- 
fidence and respect of our people that 
its leadership will not be questioned and 
its recommendations will receive the 
full credit to which they will be en- 
titled. When that day arrives, we will 
have attained the cherished position 


which we have long sought, and one 
which will place us in position to ren- 
der maximum service to our State. 
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Your Committee on Juvenile Delin- 
quency has performed a tremendous 
service to our State in drafting and 
securing adoption of the Constitutional 
Amendment on Juvenile Courts. The 
groundwork has been laid for passage 
at the coming session of the Legislature 
of the enabling act to implement these 
constitutional provisions. Thus, another 
contribution to the jurisprudence of 
Florida has been made by the Florida 
Bar. 


The work of our standing and special 
committees during the past year has 
been noteworthy. Time does not permit 
me to recount the tremendously fine 
work done by them and the benefits 
that will accrue to the Bar as a result 
of their efforts. Procedural changes in 
rules relating both to administrative 
law, as well as to litigation in our 
courts, have been studied and recom- 
mendations for improvement made. Al- 
though these recommendations have not 
been finally acted upon by those in au- 
thority, we have every reason to be- 
lieve they will be followed with bene- 
ficial results to us all. Other items of 
legislation have been recommended 
after careful thought and study by the 
members of several committees, and 
drafts of such legislation will be intro- 
duced at the coming session of our Leg- 
islature. We think we have worked out 
a system for handling legislation that 
will be an improvement over that fol- 
lowed in the past. With intelligent di- 
rection provided by the Bar throughout 
the session of Legislature, no stone will 
be left unturned to see that committees 
of both branches of the Legislature will 
have full information concerning our 
legislative program. Each bill will be 
followed through to what we hope will 
be successful passage. 


Your Board of Governors, the stand- 
ing and special committees, and the sev- 
eral grievance committees throughout 
the State have worked long and hard in 
the discharge of their duties as mem- 
bers of our organization. They have 
adopted as their guide those principles 
which they conceive to be in the best 


interest of our profession. To them 
must go the credit for what has been 
accomplished to date. Without their 
work, freely performed at much sacri- 
fice in time and effort to themselves, 
we could not justify our existence. I 
deeply appreciate the sympathetic un- 
derstanding and support they have been 
given by the lawyers of our State. With 
the continuance of such spirit prevailing 
among the members of our Bar, and 
the judiciary, we can go forward with 
a program which will not only strength- 
en the sinews of our democratic form 
of government, but, at the same time, 
reflect credit on what we know to be 
an honorable profession. 


JOHN T. WIGGINTON, 
President, Florida Bar. 
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PRESIDENT ALLISON’S ADDRESS 


Address by Mr. John M. Allison of Tampa upon assuming office as President of the Florida Bar av 
Palm Beach, March 24. 


I am deeply appreciative of your ex- 
pression of confidence in so generously 
reposing in me for the next year the 
highest honor of The Bar. In a sense 
of true humility and consciousness of 
the importance of the task, I pledge 
my complete devotion to the interests 
of The Bar, and trust that the results 
of my service may better measure my 
loyalty to this trust than words can 
express. 


For the past ten years we have been 
experiencing perhaps the most radical 
changes in our way of life and our 
thinking than in any period of time 
since the founding of this Nation. We 
are confused in understanding the sig- 
nificance of these changes, but it is a 
tribute to the clear thinking of The Bar 
that devoted lawyers are deliberately 
and constructively attempting to move 
forward the advancement of the judi- 
cial processes. 


We can view with pride the substan- 
tial accomplishments which The Bar 
of Florida has made to judicial admin- 
istration in the past twenty years. 
Monuments to the unselfish efforts of 
unselfish men are such results as the 
Chancery Act, the Criminal Code, the 
Probate and Guardianship Laws, in- 
creased standards of admission to the 
Bar, new rules of procedure, sensible 
and simplified statutory revision, and 
more recently the constitutional amend- 
ment relating to Juvenile Ccurts. These 
are enduring monuments to the work of 
The Bar. 


We should always keep in mind that 
as Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes said, 
“The life of the law has not been logic; 
it has been experience.” Law does not 
spring full grown from some myste- 
rious machinery of legislatures and 
courts, but it is a slow evolvement from 
the changing habits and needs of peo- 
ple. When those habits and needs 
change, law, slowly but surely, changes, 
defines and codifies the same into con- 


trolling law. Consequently the state of 
the law at any given time can never 
be wholly satisfying to all individuals 
and to all groups. It must represent 
adjustment and compromise, but the 
real importance is not so much the de- 
gree of perfection in the law as that 
the spirit exists to work consistently 
toward its improvement. So long as that 
spirit lives, law cannot fail to fulfill 
its vital function of making possible a 
good society. So people, consciously or 
unconsciously, make the laws, and the 
temper and expression of people 
through such avenues as investigating 
committees and the like, eventually and 
inevitably find crystallization in the 
law. 


I would say that if the type of judi- 
cial administration exemplified in our 
country stands for one principle above 
all others, it is the preservation of indi- 
vidual freedom and the protection of 
the dignity of man. 


In the last analysis, law is primarily 
concerned with the drama of life and 
its essential humanity. Whatever men 
do, their lives, their loves, their joys, 
and the prosaic round of their common 
job, are all a part of the dedication of 
our lives as lawyers. Consequently, it 
is our conception that no studies or 
works are more worth the effort than 
those which lead to an understanding 
of the eternal principles of freedom 
and the rights of the individual, and 
to a determination to be ever watchful 
against their destruction. We all em- 
brace the undying hope that some day 
the dream of universal peace will be- 
come a reality to all people in all lands, 
but until that day, in a word vestless 
and full of turmoil, obsessed by fear, 
we can have no better endeavor than 
working constantly toward the main- 
tenance and strengthening of the de- 
fenses of our civilization, our law, and 
our liberty. We must be vigilant and 
ever steadfast against permitting the 
cunning encroachment of evil men who 


104 FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 


by overt or subversive means would de- 
stroy our way of life, and the great 
principles of government conceived by 
that small band of brave men one hun- 
dred and seventy-five years ago, ‘who 
unhesitatingly pledged their lives, their 
fortunes and their sacred honor, te the 
entire fulfillment of the game. In the 
solemnity of this significant and Holy 
Week we reverently ask Divine Grace to 
guide our hearts and minds in this 
great effort. 


Committees have been appointed for 
the current year, and in each instance 
the expressed wishes of individual law- 
yers for service have been recognized 
to the fullest possible extent. The suc- 
cesses which might be attained by your 
officers and the Board of Governors 
can be only the lengthened shadow of 
the will, purpose and effort of the 
whole Bar. We have enjoyed a splen- 
did and constructive beginning as an 
integrated bar, and the brief year which 
has past since integration, demonstrates 
eloquently what we can do in the future 
with sincere cffort. I know 1 speak 
for all of your officers when I say 
that it is our dedicated purpose at the 
end of our term, to have the integrated 
bar to our successors, even more 
uniform, and an even greater source 
for good in the affairs of this 
state, than when we received it. Florida 
has a magnificer! destiny in this Na- 
tion, and The Bar will surely make an 
enduring contribution in its attain- 
ment. 


JOHN M. ALLISON, President. 
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Convention 


The 1951 annual meeting of The 
Florida Bar convened in the ball room 
of the Palm Beach Biltmore Hotel at 
Palm Beach, Florida on March 23rd, 
1951, John T. Wigginton, president, 
presiding. The metings was opened by 
an invocation by Dr. Ryan Lee Wood, 
pastor o fthe West Palm Beach Memor- 
ial Presbyterian Church. 


Members of the Bar ano guests were 
welcomed by the Hon. Elwyn Middle- 
ton, president of the Palm Beach Coun- 
ty Bar Association; the Honorable 
James M. Owens, Jr., mayor of Palm 
Beach and the Honorable L. Thomas 
Keating, mayor of West Palm Beach. 
The response was given by the Honor- 
able Richard H. Hunt, a member of the 
Miami Bar and past president of The 
Florida Bar. 


At this time the following Committee 
Reports and recommendationss were 
taken: 


Professional Ethics and Grievances, 
Chairman Curtis Byrd of Ft. Lauder- 
dale reported. Report approved by the 
Convention. No legislation recommend- 
ed. (Text of report to appear in the 
Journal at a later date.) 


Public Relations, Chairman J. Ken- 
neth Ballinger of Tallahasssee reported. 
Report approved by the convention. No 
legislation recommended. 


Publication of the Law Journal — 
Chairman Jas. D. Bruton of Plant City 
reported. Report approved by the Con- 
vention. No legislation recommended. 


Criminal Law and Procedure, Chair- 
man James M. McEwen of Tampa re- 
ported. Upon the recommendation of 
this committee the members of the 
Florida Bar assembled in convention 
unanimously voted that the Florida Bar 
should endorse and sponsor at this 
year’s session of the Legislature the 
following proposed legislation: (1) An 
act to amend sub-section Two of Sec- 
tion 40.01 Florida Statutes 1929, relat- 
ing to qualifications of Jurors; (2) An 


Proceedings 


act amending Chapter 19554, Laws of 
Florida 1939, to provide for the pres- 
ence of a court reporter or stenographer 
before the grand jury while they are in 
session and to repeal Section 93 of said 
Chapter 19554, Laws of Florida, 1939; 
(3) An act amending sections 322.28 
and 322.31, Florida Statutes, 1941, re- 
lating to the period of suspension on 
revocation and the right of appeal of 
any person whose driver’s license has 
been denied, canceled, suspended or re- 
voked; (4) An act amending 800.04, 
Florida Statutes of 1949, relating to 
any lewd, lacivious or indecent assault 
or act upon or in the presence of a 
child and providing punishment there- 
for; (5 An act abolishing the technical 
distinction between larceny, embezzle- 
ment and obtaining property or money 
under false pretenses. 


Administrative Law, Chairman Har- 
old R. Wahl of Jacksonville reported. 
Report approved by the Convention. No 
legislation recommended. (Text of re- 
port to appear in the Journal at a later 
date.) 


Federal Taxation, Hugh R. Dowling 
of Jacksonville reporting in absence of 
Chairman John W. Donahoo. Upon the 
recommendation of this committee the 
members of the Florida Bar assembled 
in convention unanimously voted that 
the Florida Bar should endorse and 
sponsor at this year’s session of the 
Legislature the following proposed leg- 
islation: (1) An act to amend Section 
733.37, Florida Statutes of 1949, relat- 
ing to the Florida Probate Law, by 
amending the provisions thereof with 
respect to partnerships; (2) An act to 
amend section 731.34, Florida Statutes 
of 1949, relating to the Florida Probate 
Law, by amending the provisions there- 
of with respect to liability of widow’s 
dower for proportionate share of estate 
and inheritance taxes. 


Legal Institutes, Chairman Horner C. 
Fisher of West Palm Beach reported. 
Report approved by the Convention. No 
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legislation recommended. (Text of re- 
port appears in this issue of the Jour- 
nal.) 


Juvenile Delinquency, Chairman 
Roger J. Waybright of Jacksonville re- 
ported. Upon the recommendation of 
this committee and the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Florida Bar the members 
of the Bar assembled in convention 
unanimously voted that the Florida Bar 
endorse and sponsor at this year’s ses- 
sion of the Legislature the proposed 
Juvenile Court Act designed to imple- 
ment the Juvenile Court Amendment 
to the Constitution. 


Legal Aid to the Armed Services, 
Chairman C. H. Earnest of West Palm 
Beach reported. Report approved by the 
Convention. No legislation recommend- 
ed. (Text of report will appear in a 
later issue of the Journal.) 


Law Reporting and Statutory Revi- 
sion, Chairman Woodrow Melvin of 
Milton reported. Report approved by 
the Convention. No legislation recom- 
mended. 


Judicial Administration, Chairman 
William A. McRae, Jr. reported. Upon 
the recommendation of the Committee 
the members of the Florida Bar assem- 
bled in convention unanimously voted 
that the Florida Bar endorse and spon- 
sor at this year’s session of the Legisla- 
ture an act increasfng the salaries of 
the Justicess of the Supreme Court and 
of the Circuit Judges of the State of 
Florida. Upon the further recommenda- 
tion of this committee the Florida Bar 
assembled in convention unanimously 
voted that the Florida Bar should en- 
dorse and sponsor a proposed amend- 
ment of portions of the Judiciary Ar- 
ticle of the Judiciary Article of the 
Florida Constitution pertaining to the 
Appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court. (Text of the proposed amend- 
ment appears in this issue of the Jour- 
nal.) 


Civil Procedure, President John T. 
Wigginton reported in the absence of 
Chairman W. O. Mehrtens. No legisla- 
tion recommended. (Text of report 


submitted by this committee will ap- 
pear in a future issue of the Journal.) 


Committee on Memorials: The Hon- 
orable Chester Bedell of Jacksonville, in 
the absence of Chairman Frank Jen- 
nings reported, which report was unani- 
mously approved by a rising vote. (Re- 
port appears in this issue of the Jour- 
nal.) 


Probate and Guardianship, Chairman 
Sherwood Spencer of Hollywood report- 
ed. Upon the recommendation of this 
committee the members of the Florida 
Bar assembled in convention unani- 
mously voted that the Florida Bar en- 
dorse and sponsor the following pro- 
posed legislation at this year’s session 
of the Legislature: (1) An act amend- 
ing Section 69.16, Florida Statutes pro- 
viding for disposition of unclaimed 
funds in the hands of fiduciaries; (2) 
An act relating to testamentary trus- 
tees, establishing their qualifications, 
providing for the giving of bonds and 
filing of accounts in a supervisory pro- 
ceeding in the Circuit Court, prescrib- 
ing the parties to such proceeding and 
the practice and procedure applicable 
thereto and the declaratory and other 
relief obtainable therein. 


At this time the president introduced 
the Honorable J. H. Doughty, president 
of the Tennessee Bar Association, who 
addressed the convention briefly con- 
cerning the activities of the Tennessee 
Bar. 


A discussion led by President-Elect 
John Allison was had in connection with 
the date for the annual conventions of 
the Florida Bar. Motion was carried 
that annual conventions of the Florida 
Bar be held during the month of June 
and that the Board of Governors be 
authorize dto fix the date of said con- 
vention each year. 


At this time the Honorable John T. 
Wigginton, President of the Florida 
Bar delivered his annual address. 


(Text of the president’s address ap- 
pears in this issue of the Florida Law 
Journal.) 
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Thereupon the convention adjourned 
until 2:30 P. M. 


Convention reconvened at 2:30 p. m., 
President John T. Wigginton presid- 
ing: 


During the afternoon a model insti- 
tute on judicial administration was had. 
The institute consisted of two playlets 
—one a demonstration of the pre-trial 
conference and the other a presenta- 
tion of a case to the Appellate Court. 
Introduction to both playlets was given 
by Dr. George John Miller, Professor 
of Law of the University of Florida. 


Whereupon the meeting adjourned 
until 10:00 the following day. 


The meeting reconvened at 10:00 a. 
m., March 24, 1951, President John T. 
Wigginton presiding. 


During the morning session the con- 
vention was addressed by the Honor- 
able Carl Byoir, public relationss coun- 
sel of the Carl Byoir Association of 
New York—subject, “The Lawyer and 
Public Relations”; The Honorable Bole- 
tha J. Laws, Chief Judge, U. S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia, 
Washington, D. C.—subject, “A Model 
Judicial System’; and the Honorable 
Harold L. Sebring, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Florida, subject, 
“The Bench and the Bar.” 


Whereupon the meeting adjourned 
until 2:30 p. m. 


Meeting reconvened at 2:30 p. m., 
president John T. Wigginton presiding. 


At this time a continuation was had 
of committee reports and recommenda- 
tions as follows: 


Legal Education and Admission to 
Bar: Chairman Donn Gregory of 
Tampa reported. Upon the recommen- 
dation of this committee the members 
of the Florida Bar assembled in con- 
vention unanimously voted that the 
Florida Bar endorse and sponsor at 
this year’s session of the legislature the 
following legislation: An act to em- 
power the Supreme Court of the State 
of Florida to prescribe requirements, 


qualifications and standards for the 
admission of persons to practice law in 
any of the courts of the State of Flor- 
ida or its political subdivisions; em- 
powering the Supreme Court of the 
State of Florida to prescribe and es- 
tablish additional duties, powers and 
procedures for the State Board of Law 
Examiners; repealing any statute in 
conflict with any rule issued or adopted 
under the authority of the act. 


At this time upon the recommenda- 
tion of this committee, whoch recom- 
mendation had been approved by the 
Board of Governors at a prior meeting, 
the convention unanimously adopted a 
resolution requesting the Florida Leg- 
islature to revoke the diploma privilege 
and requesting the Florida Supreme 
Court to adopt such rules and regula- 
tions as would require all applicants 
for admission to the Bar to stand and 
pass an examination given by the State 
Board of Law Examiners. 


Cooperation with Lawyers’ Title 
Guaranty Fund, Chairman C. Clyde of 
Miomi reported. Report approved by 
the convention. No legislation recom- 
mended. (Text of report to appear in 
the Journal at a later date.) 


Legal Aid: Chairman William Frates 
of Miami reported. Report approved by 
the convention. No legislation recom- 
mended. (Text of report to appear in 
future issue of the Journal). 


At this time the Honorable Dixie 
Beggs, chairman of the nominating 
committee, nominated for the office of 
president-elect of the Florida Bar the 
Honorable William A. McRae, Jr. of 
Bartow, which nomination was seconded 
by the Honorable Horner C. Fisher of 
West Palm Beach. There was no nomi- 
nation from the floor. Thereupon the 
Honorable William A. McRae, Jr. was 
elected president-elect of the Florida 
Bar for the coming year. 

There being no further business to 
come before the convention the meet- 
ing adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SALLYE E. COOKSEY, 
Secretary. 
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JUDICIARY ARTICLE 
AMENDMENT 


Following is the text of the Judiciary 
Article Amendment approved by the 
Florida Bar in convention at Palm 
Beach: 


DRAFT OF JOINT CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN 
AMENDMENT DEALING WITH 
PORTIONS OF THE JUDICIARY 
ARTICLE OF THE CONSTITU- 
TION OF FLORIDA PERTAINING 
TO THE APPELLATE JURISDIC- 
TION OF THE SUPREME COURT. 


Section 2. Supreme Court; Number 
of Justices; Terms; Compensation; Ap- 
pointment and election of Justices. 


(a) The Supreme Court shall con- 
sist of seven justices, or such larger 
number of justices not exceeding ten 
a sthe Legislature may prescribe. The 
Justices of the Supreme Court shall 
hold office for the term of six years, 
but no term of any incumbent shall be 
affected by this amendment. The Jus- 
tices of the Supreme Court shall re- 
ceive for their services such compensa- 
tion as may be fixed by law, which shall 
not be diminished during their terms of 
office. 


(b) In the event the number of Jus- 
tices is increased beyond seven, the 
Legislature shall prescribe the length 
of the first term of each such addi- 
tional Justice, which term shall not 
exceed six years. The Governor shall 
appoint a qualified person to fill each 
such office for a term extending only 
to the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in January following the next 
succeeding general election. A successor 
to each such additional Justice shall be 
elected by the qualified electors at the 
next succeeding general election fol- 
lowing such appointment and he shall 
hold office only for the remainder of 
the unexpired term prescribed by the 
Legislature. 


(c) Except as provided in subsection 


b hereof, each Justice of the Supreme 
Court shall be elected for a six-year 
term by the qualified electors of the 
State at the times and places of voting 
for members of the Legislature, at the 
generai election next preceding the ex- 
piration of each term of such office; 
provided, that in the event of a vacancy 
in the office of any Justice and there 
be an unexpired term, the successor 
shall be elected only for the balance of 
the unexpired term. 


Section 3. Supreme Court; Quorum; 
Divisions; Eligibility of certain Judges 
and retired Justices to serve thereon. 


(a) A majority of the Justices of 
the Supreme Court shall constitute a 
quorum fo rthe dispatch of business, 
except as hereinafter provided in this 
section. 


(b) All cases involving capital pun- 
ishment, or the determination of a State 
or Federal constitutional question 
wherein shall be brought into contro- 
versy the constitutionality of a Federal 
or State statute, rule, regulation or 
municipal ordinance, shall be consid- 
ered and determined by the Chief Jus- 
tice and not less than six other Justices 
of the Court designated by him; and a 
judgment concurred in by a majority of 
the Justices considering the case shall 
be the judgment of the Court. 


(c) All other cases may be consid- 
ered and determined by a division of 
the Court consisting of not less than 
three Justices, and the judgment of a 
majority of any such division shall be 
the judgment of the Court. A division 
of the Court may sit in any part of the 
State of Florida. 


(d) The Circuit Judges shall at all 
times be subject to temporary call to the 
Supreme Court by that Court, for the 
purpose of helping relieve the conges- 
tion of the docket or of acting in the 
place and stead of any absent, disabled 
or disqualified Justice. During a tem- 
porary call to the Supreme Court, such 
Judges shall have the same power and 
jurisdiction to act on any matters re- 
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ferred to them for consideration by the 
Court or the Chief Justice as any active 
Justice; but a division of the Court 
shall not include more than one such 
Judge. 


Justices of the Supreme Court and 
Judges of the Circuit Courts who have 
retired with compensation shall also be 
subject at all times to temporary call to 
the Supreme Court by that Court, for 
the purpose of helping relieve the con- 
gestion of the docket or of acting in the 
place and stead of any absent, disabled 
or disqualified Justice; but no such Jus- 
tice or Judge shall be required to serve 
without his consent. During such period 
of temporary service such Justice or 
Judge shall receive the same compensa- 
tion as an active Justice in lieu of his 
retirement compensation. 


Section 4. Rule-making Power. The 
Supreme Court shall make rules govern- 
ing the administration of all courts in 
the State, and the practice and proce- 
dure in all such courts. The Supreme 
Court shall have jurisdiction over the 
admission to the practice of law and the 
discipline of persons admitted. 


Section 5. Chief Justice; Selection; 
Powers and Duties. The Chief Justice 
shall from time to time be selected by 
the Justices of the Supreme Court to 
serve for such term of office as they 
shall determine. He shall be the Chief 
Administration officer of all Courts of 
the State, and it shall be his duty to 
see that litigation in the Courts of the 
State is dispatched promptly. He shall 
have the exclusive power to direct a 
Judge of any court to serve tempor- 
arily as judge in a coordinate or infer- 
ior court; and not shall be the duty of 


every judge to obey such direction un- 
less excused by the Chief Justice for 
sufficient cause. The Chief Justice shall 
also have the power, with the advice and 
consent of the Court, to appoint an 
Administrative assistant of courts at a 
compensation to be determined by the 
Legislature, who shall serve at the plea- 
sure of the Court tand perform such ad- 
ministrative duties as the Chief Jus- 
tice may direct. 


The Chief Justice shall submit to 
each session of the Legislature a report 
covering the work done by all courts 
and the condition of all court dockets; 
his recommendations for legislation 
covering the judicial system; the ap- 
propriation necessary for the proper 
and efficient operation and mainten- 
ance of the judicial syste mand such 
other matters as will improve the 
prompt and efficient administration of 
justice in the courts. He shall have the 
power to require of all judges and 
clerks such data as he may desire from 
time to time for his infofmation, and 
it shall be the duty of the judges and 
clerks to furnish such data promptly 
and without charge. 


In the event the Chief Justice is un- 
able to act for any cause the Justice 
longest in continuous service and able 
to act shall act in his stead. 


Section 6. Clerk; Marshal; Librar- 
ian. The Supreme Court may appoint 
a clerk, a marshal, and a librarian, 
who shall perform such duties as the 
Court may direct. Their salaries shall 
be fixed by the Legislature and they 
shall hold office during the pleasure 
of the Court. 
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Committee Reports 


COMMITTEE ON JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY 


This committee is approaching the 
end of a campaign in which we em- 
barked some three years ago, when the 
predecessor of this Integrated Bar, the 
Florida State Bar Association, voted to 
endorse and sponsor an amendment to 
our State Constitution permitting the 
State Legislature to modernize our sys- 
tem of juvenile courts. We carried to 
a successful conclusion that campaign. 
The Legislature, as you know, unani- 
mously proposed the constitutional 
amendment. We set up a statewide or- 
ganization for a fovorable vote on that. 
At the general election last November, 
by a vote of almost four to one, the peo- 
ple of Florida followed along on our 
recommendation. 


This committee together with repre- 
sentatives from thirteen other state- 
wide organizations spent nine months 
in drafting a juvenile court act to be 
presented to the coming session of the 
Legislature to implement the Juvenile 
Court Constitutional Amendment. Over 
that period of nine months, with a 
drafting committee of some sixty odd 
people representing every point of view 
that could possibly be assembled in con- 
sultation, with representatives of the 
American Bar Association, the National 
Probation and Parole Association and 
various other national associations and 
organization, we conducted an exhaus- 
tive study and investigation into the ju- 
venile court acts in effect in each of the 
other states of the United States and 
even considered synopses of the laws of 
foreign countries. With that  back- 


ground we carefully integrated those 
views with the present laws of Florida, 
applying both to juvenile and other 
fields. As a result, we have for presen- 
tation to you at this time a sound and 
conservative, middle-of-the-road juve- 
nile court act. It is a lawyer’s bill in the 


sense that it is carefully, soundly and 
conservatively constructed. 

The committee recommends the en- 
dorsement and sponsorship of this bill 
by the Florida Bar. 

ROGER J. WAYBRIGHT, 
Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL LAW 
AND PROCEDURE 


This committee this year decided to 
concentrate on six pieces of legislation 
instead of the thirteen or fourteen that 
were tentatively approved. 

These proposed acts have been ap- 
proved by the Board of Governors and 
are herewith submitted to the members 
of the Florida Bar for endorsement 
and sponsorship by the Bar. I shall 
state briefly the principle of each pro- 
posed act. 

1. A bill to abolish the technical 
distinction between larceny, burglary 
and the obtaining of property or money 
under false pretenses. 

2. A bill providing for the presence 
of a court reporter or stenographer 
before a grand jury while it is in ses- 
sion. Such reporter or stenagrapher 
would not be present during the delib- 
eration of the grand jury and his notes 
together with all transcriptions thereof 
would be the property of the court to be 
released only on court order. 

3. A bill amending Section 40.01, 
Florida Statutes 1929, which would dis- 
qualify as jurors in Florida all persons, 
regardless of place of conviction, who 
have been convicted of a crime which 


-would disqualify them as jurors in Flor- 


ida. 

4. A bill which would provide that 
the act of stopping payment on a check 
when merchandise purchased is not re- 
turned prima facie evidence of an at- 
tempt to defraud. Under our present 
laws such a person is liable only in a 
civil action. 
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5. A bill amending Section 322.28, 
Florida Statutes 1941, to provide for 
the restoration of drivers licenses upon 
the expiration of 60 days of persons 
convicted for the first time of operating 
a motor vehicle while under the influ- 
ence of intoxicating liquor. 


6. A bill amending Section 800.04, 
Florida Statutes 1949, which would 
make it a criminal offense to handle, 
fondle or make an assault upon either 
male or female child under the age of 
fourteen. Our present statute does not 
make the commission of such an act 
upon a male child a crime. 


This committee recommends the en- 
dorsement and sponsorship of each of 
the above proposed bills by the Florida 
Bar. 

JAMES M. MCEWEN, 
Chairman. 


COMMITTEE ON LEGAL EDUCA- 
TION AND ADMISSION 
TO THE BAR 


Your Committee on Legal Education 
and Admission to the Bar has this year, 
among other things, continued the pro- 
gram of the Florida State Bar Associa- 
tion for the purpose of effecting the 
abolition of the diploma privilege. The 
approach to the problem, at least this 
year, has been on the basis not only of 
effecting the abolition of the diploma 
privilege as such, but at the same time 
of clarifying and unifying the proce- 
dure and powers controlling admission 
to practice and the regulation of the 
practice. 


In this state at this time there are in 
effect, dealing with admission to prac- 
tice and regulation of the practice of 
law, statutes and Supreme Court Rules 
and orders, some of which are conflict- 
ing. It was the conclusion of the Com- 
mittee that insofar as was practicable 
and expedient, as well as reasonably 
proper, this control of admissions 


should be governed by one body. All of 
the Committee felt that this control 
should be lodged in the Supreme Court. 


On that basis this Committee has 
prepared and presented to the Board of 
Governors of the Florida Bar two ac- 
tions for its approval. Both of these 
were approved by the Board of Gover- 
nors with the recommendation to this 
convention that they be adopted here. 


The first is a resolution to be adopt- 
ed by this body ratifying and confirm- 
ing the action heretofore taken by the 
Florida State Bar Association to the 
effect that the diploma privilege be 
abolished; requesting the legislature of 
the State of Florida to revoke the di- 
ploma privilege and requesting the 
Supreme Court of Florida to promul- 
gate by proper rule of Court such rules 
and regulations as would require all 
applicantss for tadmission to the Bar 
to stand and pass an examination given 
by the State Board of Law Examiners. 

The second is a proposed bill which 
would if enacted, empower the Supreme 
Court of the State of Florida to pre- 
scribe the requirements, qualifications 
and standards for the admission of 
persons to practice law in this state 
and also empowering the Supreme 
Court to prescribe and establish addi- 
tional duties, powers and procedures 
for the State Board of Law Examiners, 
and repealing any stature in conflict 
with any rule issued or adopted under 
the authority of the act. 


This committee recommends that this 
body adopt the above resolution and 
that it endorse and sponsor the pro- 
posed legislation. 


There are two other projects that 
this Committee on Legal Education and 
Admission to the Bar is in the process 
of considering and acting upon. First, 
we have been seeking to obtain a 
greater liaison between the law schools, 
the Bar and the Board of Bar Exam- 
iners; and second, the committee is con- 
sidering and hopes to have for presen- 
tation to the Board of Governors at its 
next meeting a program for summer 
employment of law students by law of- 
fices through the State. 


DONN GREGORY, 
Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL 
TAXATION 


The committee on Federal Taxation 
has submitted to the Board of Gover- 
nors and is has approved two proposed 
amendments to the Florida Statutes 
which are designed to effect a saving 
in Federal taxes to persons falling 
under their provisions. 


The first is a proposed amendment to 
Section 733.37 Florida Statutes 1949, 
relating to the interest in a partnership 
under the Florida Probate Law to pro- 
vide that if there is in existence at the 
death of one of the partners to a part- 
nership an agreement specifying the 
terms and conditions of termination of 
the partnership upon the death of a 
partner that that agreement be ad- 
hered to, including the date of the end- 
ing of its final accounting period. If 
this is done it would mean the statute 
which now directs immediate winding 
up and dissolution of the partnership 
upon the death of one of the partners 
would be amended so that the termina- 
tio ndate might be carried forward to 
an orderly date consistent with the pro- 
position that no 1% or 134 years taxes 
might fall within one year at high sur- 
tax rates on a deceased’s estate for in- 
come tax purposes only. 


The next amendment relates to the 
apportionment of Federal Estate Tax 
on widow’s dower. The present status 
of the law on this subject is that a sec- 
tion of the statutes, 731.34, drawn be- 
fore the marital deduction act came 
into existence in the Federal law in 
1948, specifically provides that the 
widow’s dower shall bear its ratable 
portion of the Federal Estate Tax. In 
1949 the Florida Legislature adopted 
whhat was popularly called the appor- 
tionment act which is now in the Stat- 
utess as 734.041. The intent of this 


statute was to do just the opposite. It 
provides that all persons interested in 
the estate shall bear their ratable por- 
tion except that any exemption or de- 
ductions shall be allowed with respect 
to any devisee or other person taking 


under the estate where those are al- 
lowed by the estate tax or the inheri- 
tance tax law and that, of course, would 
immediately bring into focus the 1949 
Federal marital act. In order to rid our 
statutes of this inconsistency, this com- 
mittee recommends that 731.34 be 
amended to eliminate therefrom that 
language which now makes it manda- 
tory that the ratable portion of the 
Federal estate tax be borne by the 
widow’s dower. 


This committee recommends the en- 
dorsement and sponsorship of these two 
proposed bills by the Florida Bar. 


HuGH DOWLING, 
for the Committee. 


COMMITTEE ON LEGAL 
INSTITUTES 


Your Committee on Legal Institutes 
is happy to report a most successful 
year of service to the lawyerss of Flor- 
ida. We have sponsored seventeen legal 
institutes in twelve judicial circuits of 
the State. They have been warmly re- 
ceived and highly commended by those 
attending them. 

Your Committee, at meetings in 
Jacksonville and Orlando, first revised 
and enlarged the previous list of sub- 
jects and speakers. Mimeographed cop- 
ies of the list were then mailed to all 
local bar associations. A tentative, then 
a final, list was published in the Flor- 
ida Law Journal. 


The members of the Board of Gov- 
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ernors undertook to serve in liaison 
between The Florida Bar and the local 
bar associations in their respective cir- 
cuits. Their assistance in stimulating 
interest and requests for institutes has 
been of the greatest value. 


Every institute has been a joint ven- 
ture in service of the Florida Bar and 
of the local bar association requesting 
it. The local associations have selected 
the subjects and speakers desired and 
made all local arrangements. We have 
procured the speakers so requested. 
The Florida Bar has paid travelling 
and hotel expenses of speakers. Each 
institute has been joiutly sponsored by 
the Florida Bar and the partiular local 
bar association, and so publicized. 


The first Legal Institute was held at 
Panama City on July 1, 1950, under 
the local sponsorship of the Bar Asso- 
ciation of the Fourteenth Judicial Cir- 
cuit. Perry A. Nichols, Esquire, of 
Miami, spoke on “The Plaintiff’s Side 
of a Personal Injury Suit.” Some thir- 
ty-five lawyers attended. A very en- 
joyable cocktail party and banquet fol- 
lowed. 


We next scheduled Charless Cook 
Howell, Jr., of Jacksonville to speak 
September 6, 1950, at St. Petersburg on 
“Defense of Damage Suit.” An act of 
God in the form of a hurricane pre- 
vented. 


On October 21, 1950, a most success- 
ful Legal Institute was held by the So- 
ciety of the Bar of the First Judicial 
Circuit at the San Carlos Hotel, Pensa- 
cola. Speakers were Professor Clarence 
J. TeSelle of the College of Law, Uni- 
versity of Florida, upon “Effective 
Motion Practice under the New Rules,” 
Judge Vincent C. Giblin, of Miami, 
upon “Defense of a Criminal Case” and 
William Earle Thompson, of Tampa, 
upon “Tax Titles in Florida.” A cock- 
tail party and dinner intervened be- 
tween the afternoon and evening ses- 
sions. 


The Tallahassee and Second Circuit 
Bar Associations held a splendid Legal 
Institute at Wakulla Springs Lodge on 


November 4, 1950. Speakers were Judge 
C. E. Chillingworth of West Palm 
Beach, on “Effective Use of Pre-Trial 
Conference under the New Rules,” Wil- 
liam Earle Thompsson, of Tampa, upon 
“Tax Titles in Florida” and Perry A. 
Nichols upon “The Use of Demonstra- 
tive Evidence in a Personal Injury 
Suit.” A delicious dinner divided the 
program. 


A fourth Legal Institute was held 
by the Clearwater Bar Association on 
November 7, 1950. Michel G. Emman- 
uel, Esquire, of Tampa, spoke upon 
“Approved Methods of Minimizing In- 
come and Estate Taxes.” 


The fifth Legal Institute was held by 
the Jacksonville Bar Association on 
November 16, 1950. Professor Clarence 
J. TeSelle addressed over ninety law- 
yers on “Effective Motion Practice 
under the New Rules.” Dr. George 
John Miller of the College of Law, Uni- 
versity of Florida, attended as Techni- 
cal Advisor to our Committee. 


On December 4, 1950, William Earle 
Thompson, Esquire, of Tampa, ad- 
dressed the Clearwater Bar Association 
en “Tax Titles in Florida.” 


A splendid Legal Institute was 
staged on December 9, 1950, by The 
Bar Association of Tampa and Hills- 
borough County. Speakers were Pro- 
fessor Clarence J. TeSelle on “Effec- 
tiv Motion Practice under the New 
Rules” and Dr. George John Miller and 
Harold B. Crosby, Esquire, of Pensa- 
cola, who joined upon the subject “The 
Florid aHomestead Law.” Some three 
hundred lawyers from the Thirteenth 
and adjoining circuits attended. The 
previous evening was enlivened by 
cocktails and dinner at the famous 
Columbia Restaurant. 


The eighth Legal Institute was 
staged by the Bar Association of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit at Mari- 
anna on December 16, 1950. Judge Vin- 
cent C. Giblin, of Miami, spoke upon 
“Defense of a Criminal Case.” 


On January 11, 1951, the Jacksonville 
Bar Association heard Perry A. Nich- 
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ols on “The Use of Demonstrative Evi- 
dence in a Personal Injury Suit.” Some 
one hundred lawyers were in attend- 
ance. 


An excellent tenth Legal Institute 
was held at the Sheraton Plaza Hotel, 
Daytona Beach, on January 27, 1951, by 
the Volusia County Bar Association. 
Speakers were Professor Clarence J. 
TeSelle on “Effective Motion Practice 
under the New Rules” and Dr. George 
John Miller upon “The Florida Home- 
stead Law.” Some fifty lawyers at- 
tended. 


On February 3, 1951, the Palm Beach 
County Bar Association staged an In- 
stitute for the lawyers of the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit at the Pennsylvania 
Hotel, at West Palm Beach. Speakers 
scheduled were Donn Gregory, Esquire, 
of Tampa, on “Practicing Law Effi- 
ciently in Small Offices,” W. O. Mehr- 
tens, Esquire, of Miami, on “Methods 
of Discovery under Florida Law,” and 
Perry A. Nichols, Esquire, of Miami 
and Melvin M. Belli, Esquire, of San 


Francisco, who joined upon “The Use. 


of Demonstrative Evidence in a Per- 
sonal Injury Suit.” A bar luncheon di- 
vided the program. 


On February 5, 1951, the Dade 
County Bar Association held an even- 
ing Legal Institute at the Dade County 
Court House. Some three hundred at- 
tended and heard Melvin M. Belli, Es- 
quire, of San Francisco, speak upon the 
subject last above. 


On February 10, 1951, a very suc- 
cessful Legal Institute was staged by 
the Bar Association of the Fifth Ju- 
dicial Circuit at the Marion Hotel at 
Ocala. Professor Clarence J. TeSelle 
spoke on “Effective Motion Practice 
under the New Rules” and James P. 
Hill, Esquire, of Jacksonville, upon 
“Tax Problems in the Purchase and 
Sale of Real Estate.”’ A delightful cock- 
tail party and banquet followed. 


Our fourteenth Legal Institute was 
held by the Jacksonville Bar Associa- 
tion on February 15. Charles A. Moore- 
head, Esquire, of Miami, spoke upon 


“Tax Problems in the Purchase and 
Sale of Real Estate.” 


A splendid Legal Institute took place 
at Gainesville Golf and Country Club 
on February 17, 1951, under the aus- 
pices of The Bar Association of the 
Eighth Judicial Circuit. Speakers were 
Professor TeSelle on “Effective Motion 
Practice under the New Florida Rules,” 
Judge Joseph S. White, of West Palm 
Beach, on “Effective Use of Pre-Trial 
Conference,” Messrs. Lucius A. Buck, 
of Jacksonville, and Roy L. Purvis, C. 
P. A., of Gainesville, upon “Teamwork 
between Lawyer and C. P. A. in Tax 
Problems” and William E. Thompson, 
Esquire, of Tampa, on “Tax Titles in 
Florida.” Over one hundred lawyers and 
law students attended. A very pleasant 
cocktail hour and dinner dance followed. 


A sixteenth Legal Institute was held 
by the Bar Association of Tampa and 
Hillsborough County on March 9. Judge 
Joseph S. White, of West Palm Beach, 
spake to a large gathering of lawyers 
on “Effective Use of Pre-Trial Confer- 
ence.” 


Our final and seventeenth Legal In- 
stitute was held on March 10, 1951, at 
the Lakeland Yacht and Country Club 
by the Lakeland Bar Association for the 
bar of the Tenth Circuit. Speakers were 
Judge Joseph S. White upon “Pre-Trial 
Conferences,” George B. Carter, Es- 
quire, of Orlonda, upon “Tax Titles in 
Florida” and Professor Clarence J. Te- 
Selle on “Effective Motion Practice un- 
der the New Rules.” Some fifty lawyers 
attended. Cocktails preceded a delight- 
ful banquet and skit staged by Dr. 
George John Miller and his students 
from Gainesville. 


Such has been our program. It would 
not have been achieved save by the 
stronger resources of The Florida Bar 
under integration, nor except through 
the devoted and unselfish labors of 
many busy men—judges, professors of 
law, and practicing lawyers. We freely 
acknowledge our indebtedness to the 
local bar associations and to the Board 
of Governors of the Florida Bar. And 
we shall be eternally grateful for the 
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wise leadership and steadfast support 
of President John T. Wigginton. 


We recommend that such a program 
be carried forward vigorously on the 
coming year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Allen Grazier 
Robert E. Ferris 
Wareing Miller 
William W. Arnold 
W. B. Watson, Jr. 
William D. Lines 
Hays Lewis, Jr. 
Perry A. Nichols 
William D. Jones, Jr. 
Lacy Mahon 

J. Y. Porter 

Owen W. Pittman 
Prof. George John Miller 


HORNER C. FISHER, 
Chairman. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 


This is in the nature of an interim 
report, bringing together the matters 
reported to the board of governors dur- 
ing the past year, and of necessity set- 
ting forth certain plans which we 
recommend to the incoming adminis- 
tration and to its public relations com- 
mittee. 


During this first year as an inte- 
grated bar, the public relations commit- 
tee has continued to broaden its opera- 
tions in bringing to the attention of 
the public the work o fthe lawyers of 
Florida. We have done this with a 
minimum of expense to the association. 
We believe the results have been bene- 
ficial to the practicing lawyers of Flor- 
ida, and if continued, will have a cumu- 
lative effect that will help to make the 
Florida Bar a stronger force in state 
matters, and to have the field of law 


practice better understood by the lay- 
man. 


Of necessity, this committee made 
plans for particular work during the 
April and May session of the Florida 
legislature. This committee was author- 
ized by the board of governors earlier 
this year to undertake the proper spend- 
ing of a certain amount of money for 
the preparation of advertising copy to 
be used at the discretion of local bar 
associations or groups of attorneys; for 
a moderate amount of radio promotion; 
and for direct mail work between this 
committee and the local public relations 
contacts for the purpose of supplying 
speech material, information and guid- 
ance in public relations matters. Very 
little of this money actually has been 
spent, but we have specific plans by 
which it will be used for the betterment 
of the Florida Bar, and these we pass 
on to our successors. 


This committee as of this date has 
committed a part of the fund for the 
year to specific legislative work, and 
we recommend that these commitments 
be recognized and continued by the 
incoming administration. Specifically 
these are for weekly radio reports to 
the public on the work of attorneys and 
on the effect of proposed law changes 
in the legislature, and for preparing 
and feeding back through public rela- 
tions channels such material as may 
enable attorneys to keep their local pub- 
lic better informed on the progress of 
law as reflected in legislative action. 


Your committee is grateful for the 
guidance and understanding of its 
problems by President John T. Wiggin- 
ton and for the active and intelligent 
cooperation of Henry S. Wrenn as pub- 
lic relations counsel. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. KENNETH BALLINGER, 
Chairman. 
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PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 


Your Publications Committee is 
pleased to report that its efforts have 
brought the Florida Law Journal al- 
most to a balancing of advertising rev- 
enue and printing cost. Circulation has 
increased to 4,100 copies monthly, and 
this, of course, increased printing costs. 


Advertising revenue averaged $500 
monthly during the past five months. 
Printing costs averaged $560 monthly, 
including the extra and non-recurring 
cost of publishing the preliminary ros- 
ter of attorneys in the December issue. 


Vigorous efforts have been made, 
and are being continued, to increase 
advertising revenues. A number of 
prospective advertisers have declined, 
for one reason or another, to come into 
The Journal—the principal reason be- 
ing that such firms confine their ad- 
vertising to publications of general cir- 
culation. Several law book companies 
which receive considerable patronage 
from Florida attorneys are not among 
the advertisers. It would be helpful if 
members of the Bar purchasing books 
from such companies should invite them 
to advertise in The Journal. 


The Law Journal is an excellent me- 
dium of advertising by banks, trust 
companies, transportation companies, 
hotels, office supply firms, and insur- 
ance companies and others which have 
business with lawyers. We respectfully 
urge lawyers to recommend to theeir 
clients advertising in The Journal. 


Constant efforts are made to keep 
the Law Journal’s mailing list up to 


date so that all members of the profes- 
sion will receive it. There has been con- 
siderable difficulty, however, because 
of many changes of address, on which 
notice is not given until a copy of The 
Journal is returned undeliveared by the 
Post Office. Changes in the mailing 
list cost 10 cents each. 


The quality of The Journal has been 
improved by seeking articles by lawyers 
on matters of interest to lawyers. We 
hope the members of the succeeding 
committee will be particularly alert to 
write articles for The Journal, and to 
recommend articles to be written by 
others. The pages of The Journal are 
open to any lawyer who has an article 
that would be of interest and benefit 
to the profession. 


The Publications Committee rejected 
some articles which were submitted 
during recent months. It returned one 
article for revisions by the author. 


Your committee is particularly grate- 
ful to Prof. George John Miller of the 
University of Florida and Prof. John G. 
Stephenson, III of the University of 
Miami for their assistance as technical 
advisers during the year. Prof. J. Allen 
Smith, who was appointed technical ad- 
visor, has been on leave during the year 
for active military service. 


Your committee appreciates the op- 
portunity to serve in the efforts to 
make The Florida Law Journal a valu- 
able publication to the Florida Bar. 

Yours truly, 


JAS. D. BRUTON, JR. 
Chairman. 
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In Memoriam 


Mr. President and Members of The 
Florida Bar: 


In so far as your Committee has been 
able to learn the Immutable Hand of 
Death has, since our last annual meet- 
ing, taken, each to his final reward, 
the following named members of this 
Bar: 


John R. Beacham, James C. Clements, 
Jamess J. Curran, James Henry Finch, 
James B. Flaherty, Bernice M. Harri- 
son, Julius S. Harrison, Frank Howard 
Ives, James Edward Kennedy, Ellis J. 
Kirk, Robert R. Milam John G. McKay, 
Sr., Frank H. Planck, Stephen S. San- 
ford, Charles J. Schuh, Jr., Wofford R. 
Smith, Carl Snarr, John William Stokes, 
Richard Sutton, Walter B. Walden, 
Selden F. Waldo, Curtis L. Waller, 
Henry M. Watson, Paul Weitzman, 
Clayton O. Welch, George M. Powell. 


Many of these, our respected Breth- 
ren, had been active in this Association 
for many years and were well known 
in professional, business and cultural 
circles throughout the entire state. 
With some, the circle of fame and 
acquaintanceship was more. circum- 


scribed, but withal none the less real. 
With some death came at the zenith, or 
approaching zenith, of their careers; 
with others, when their shadows were 
lengthening far to the eastward. 


All left memories cherished by many! 
All left legacies of love, admiration and 
respect in the hearts of those near and 
dear to them; all recognized the respon- 
sibilities and duties that membership in 
cur honored profession entails. 


At this time, and on this occasion, we 
can and do join with the friends and 
loved ones of our departed in wishing 
for “the touch of a vanished hand, and 
the sound of a voice that is stilled.” 


RESOLVED THEREFORE, that in 
the passing of each of our deceased 
brothers, this Association feels a dis- 
tinct loss; that the future of our Bar 
is the more stable and secure by reason 
of their services in the past and that 
this Memorial be made a part of the 
permanent record of this body. 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRANK E. JENNINGS, 
Chairman. 
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Committee Appointments 


President John M. Allison announced the appointment of 26 major commit- 
tees of the Florida Bar for the year 1951-1952. Following is the list of committees 


and their membership: 


ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 


Clifford T. Inglis, Chairman 
Barnett National Bank Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 

O. C. Beakes 
Barnett National Bank Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 

Harry T. Gray 
1321 Graham Building 
Jacksonville 1, Florida 

Wallace M. Jopling 
22514 N. Marion Street 
Lake City, Florida 

William P. Tomasello 
Bartow, Florida 

Harold B. Wahl 
414 Graham Building 
Jacksonville 1, Florida 

M. Dudley Burton 
822 Seybold Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

William Gay 
510 Hall Building 
St. Petersburg, Florida 


A. Pickens Coles 
First National Bank Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 
J. Herndon Hansbrough 
First National Bank Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 
Guyte P. McCord, Jr. 
Florida Railroad & Public 
Commission 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Morrice S. Uman 
Wallace S Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 
David W. Walters 
6028 Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 
Robert Y. Patterson, Jr. 
227 West Forsyth Street 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 
Professor Robert F. Tomlin, Advisor, 
College of Law 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


Utilities 


ADMIRALTY RULES 


Chairman: 
Harold B. Wahl 
Loftin & Wahl 
P. O. Box 1259 
Jacksonville 1, Florida 
Chester Bedell 
Graham Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Robert L. Casey 
Walton, Hubbard, Schroeder, Lantaff 
& Atkins 
Alfred I. duPont Building 
Miami 32, Florida 
Walter B. Humkey 
Fowler, White, Gillen, Yancey & 
Humkey 
Biscayne Building 
Miami, Florida 
Burton G. Henson 
404 Franklin St. 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Reuben Ragland 
Consolidated Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 

David W. Dyer 

Smathers, Thompson, Maxwell & Dyer 
Alfred I. duPont Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

Ralph C. Dell 
305 Morgan St., 
Tampa 2, Florida 

Hervey Yancey 
Fowler, White, Gillen, Yancey & 

Humkey 

Citizens Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 


William A. Gillen, Advisor 
Fowler, White, Gillen, Yancey & 
Humkey 
Citizens Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 
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AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP 


Chairman (To Be Selected) 

Frank D. Upchurch 
Exchange Bank Building 
St. Augustine, Florida 

Frank C. Alderman, Jr. 
First National Bank Building 
Fort Myers, Florida 

C. Farris Bryant 
Munroe & Chambliss Bank Building 
Ocala, Florida 


Donald K. Carroll 


Greenleaf Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 


M. A. Coogler 
Brooksville, Florida 


Elmer E. Hazard 
Atlantic National Bank Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 


James T. Vocelle 
P. O. Box 346 
Vero Beach, Florida 


Hon. Dozier A. DeVane 
U. S. District Judge 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Hon. H. B. Frederick 
Circuit Judge 
Deland, Florida 


William C. Brooker 
County Court House 
Tampa 2, Florida 

C. Y. Byrd 
10 S. E. 4th Avenue 
Delray Beach, Florida 

Mrs. Dixie H. Chastain 
214 Civic Building 
Miami, Florida 


George C. Dayton 
Dade City, Florida 


Wareing T. Miller 
307 Guaranty Building 
West Palm Beach, Florida 


Hon. W. J. Barker 
U. S. District Judge 
Tampa, Florida 


Hon. J. M. Bryan Simpson 
U. S. District Judge 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Ed B. Rood 
First National Bank Building 
Tampa, Florida 


Professor Dean Slagle, Advisor 
College of Law 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


EDWIN H. FEARON 
HANDWRITING EXPERT 


One of the most complete laboratories in the United States for the examination and 
demonstration of facts in connection with the investigation of questioned documents. 

Charter member of the American Society of Questioned Document Examiners 
BESSEMER BUILDING PITTSBURGH 22, PENNSYLVANIA 
Telephone Atlantic 1-2732 


LAW BRIEFS... 


Quality printing by skilled craftsmen. 
Fast and accurate service —- you name delivery. 
Prompt and careful attention to all inquiries. 


Write or ‘phone on your next requirement. 


ROSE PRINTING COMPANY, Inc., Tallahassee, Fla. 
Telephone 2-0230 © Across from the State Capitol 
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AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTES 


Olin E. Watts, Chairman 


Barnett National Bank Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Thomas McE. Johnston 


(2 years) 


(1 year) E. A. Clayton 
Jennings, Watts, Clarke & Hamilton 


11 W. University 
Gainesville, Florida 
Harold A. Kooman 
509 First Federal Building 


(4 years) 


Evans, Mershon, Sawyer, Johnston & St. Petersburg 1, Florida 


Simmons 
First National Bank Building 
Miami 32, Florida 


H. Plant Osborne 
Barnett Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 


(5 years) 


BANKRUPTCY 


Herbert U. Feibelman 


711 First National Bank Building 


Miami 5, Florida 

David J. Lewis 
Graham Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 

J. W. B. Shaw 
Wallace S Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 

Jackson A. Cargill 
705 Florida Bank Building 
Orlando, Florida 

B. L. Cooper 
Stovall Professional Building 
Tampa, Florida 


W. G. Ward 
Ward & Ward 
1229 DuPont Building 
Miami 32, Florida 


Charles H. Ross 
Stovall Professional Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Finis E. Starnes 
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt 
Lee County Bank Building 
Fort Myers, Florida 


CIVIL PROCEDURE 


William H. Dial, Chairman 
Akerman, Dial & Akerman 
P. O. Box 231 
Orlando, Florida 
Erle B. Askew 
Askew & Earle 
First Federal Building 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
Arthur L. Anderson 
First National Bank Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 
Clarence Brown 
Brannon & Brown 
Lake City, Florida 
J. Compton French 
Hull, Landis, Graham & French 
110 West Indiana Avenue 
DeLand, Florida 
J. Lance Lazonby 
Lazonby & Dell 
Gainesville, Florida 
W. O. Mehrtens 
First National Bank Building 
Miami 32, Florida 


Stephen E. Simmons 
Bussey & Simmons 
Florida National Bank Building 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
William W. Blakeslee 
Harvey Building 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
N. H. Poe 
Maguire, Voorhis & Wells 
Florida Bank Building 
Orlando, Florida 
Winston E. Arrow 
Cyalton, Arnow, Duncan & Johnston 
Miller Building 
Gainesville, Florida 
John Bell 
Stovall Professional Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 
Edward I. Cutler 
Madison Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 
Alfred A. Green 
P. O. Box 430 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
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Edward McCarthy 
McCarthy, Lane & Howell 


Atlantic National Bank Building 


Jacksogville 2, Florida 
George T. Shannon 


Shackleford, Farrior, Shannon & 


Stallings 
Tampa Theatre Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 


B. Campbell Thornal 
Baker & Thornal 
401 Metcalf Building 
Orlando, Florida 

Professor Philip K. Yonge, Advisor 
College of Law 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


CONSTITUTION 


Dan H. Redfearn, Chairman 
Redfearn & Ferrell 
Alfred I. DuPont Building 
Miami 32, Florida 
John S. Ausley 
Ausley, Collins & Truett 
Tallahassee, Florida 
W. Brantley Brannon 
Brannon & Brown 
Lake City, Florida 
William Fisher, Sr. 
Fisher & Hepner 
Florida National Bank Building 
Pensacola, Florida 
Edward T. Mackin 
1171%4 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Raymer F. Maguire 
Maguire, Voorhis & Wells 
Florida Bank Building 
Orlando, Florida 
W. H. Rogers 
Consolidated Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Robert S. Pierce, Jr. 
P. O. Box 82 
Marianna, Florida 
Harry B. Terrell 
Whitaker, Whitaker & Terrell 
Wallace S Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 


Carl T. Hoffmasn 
832 Ingraham Building 
Miami, Florida 


Guy W. Botts 
Fleming, Jones, Scott & Botts 
Barnett National Bank Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 


Catherine H. Carter 
Indiana Avenue 
Deland, Florida 


D. Fred McMullen 
Florida Railroad & Public Utilities 
Commission 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Alfred P. Marshall 
105 Legal Building 
Clearwater, Florida 


Richard W. Ervin 


Attorney General 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Hugh M. Sutton 
Sutton & James 
212 North Anderson Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


T. M. Shackleford, Jr. 
Tampa Theatre Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 


CO-OPERATION WITH ACCOUNTANTS 


Norman S. Brown, Chairman 
Brown, Brown & Corcoran 
First National Bank Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 


A. T. Cooper, Jr. 
Thompson & Cooper 
Clearwater, Florida 


WE BUY 


209 North Third 
H. D. BENEDICT, President 


LAW BOOKS — THOMAS LAW BOOK COMPANY 


PUBLISHERS — DEALERS — IMPORTERS 
- WE SELL .. . WE EXCHANGE 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


IN BUSINESS SIXTY-FIVE YEARS 


H. BOLLENBACH, Vice-President 


W. W. MATTHEWS, Secretary 
LET US KNOW YOUR WANTS 
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Douglas D. Felix 
Felix, Taylor & Kniskern 
DuPont Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

Ronald A. Julian 
1027% South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 

Frank L. Watson 
Florida National Bank Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 


Warren H. Edwards 
Pleus, Edwards & Rush 
Orlando, Florida 

John W. Henderson 
Moore & Henderson 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Edward B. Rood 
First National Bank Building 
Tampa 2, Florida 


COOPERATION WITH LAWYERS TITLE GUARANTY FUND 


W. Wallace Shafer, Chairman 
Bentley & Shafer 
Lakeland, Florida 

Alfred Airth 
Live Oak, Florida 

George B. Carter 
145 North Main Street 
Orlando, Florida 

Hays Lewis, Jr. 

Marianna, Florida 

Arthur J. Nelson 
611 Hall Building 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

John W. Rowe 
Wolfe, Wightman & Rowe 
Clearwater, Florida 


We are pleased to offer 
Our Services 


IN ESTATE MATTERS: 


Trustee 
Executor 
Administrator 


IN CORPORATE MATTERS: 
Depository 
Paying Agent 
Custodian 
The attorney's relationship 


to his client will be 
respected. 


TALLAHASSEE STATE 


BANK & TRUST CO. 


Phone 2-2896 Tallahassee, Fla. 


Loren D. Simon 
Harvey Building 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
T. P. Warlow, Jr. 
Metcalf Building 
Orlando, Florida 
Hubert C. Smith 
713 East Las Olas Boulevard 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
C. Clyde Atkins 
913 DuPont Building 
Miami 32, Florida 
Thomas L. Glenn, Jr. 
Evans & Glenn 
Sarasota, Florida 
John E. Morris, Jr. 
Rogers, Morris & Griffis 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


FOR SALE 
Florida Annotated Statutes to date.......... $169.50 


Federal Code Annotated to date.............. 147.50 
American Jurisprudence 1-58 ............... 435.00 
U. S. Code Annotated to date................ 225.00 


JOHN R. MARA LAW BOOKS 
5127 Belmont Avenue Dallas 6, Texas 


Missing Heirs, Legatees 
or Owners 


Attorneys seldom have time or facilities 
to search for missing or unknown heirs, 
legatees, owners of property, and missing 
links in chains of title. 

Our international organization, estab- 
lished more than thirty-seven years, spe- 
cializes in such investigations, as well as 
searches for missing owners of dormant 
bank accounts, terminated trusts, real es- 
tate, and leaseholds. 

Our business is conducted upon a con- 
tingent basis; and we cooperate with at- 
torneys under ethical standards, without 
expense to the forwarder. Inquiries are 
solicited. 


W. C. COX & COMPANY 


208 South LaSalle St. Chicago 4, Ill. 
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Julius F. Parker Elmer O. Friday 
Caldwell, Parker, Foster & Wigginton Box 2671 
Tallahassee, Florida Orlando, Florida 
Charles A. Savage M. N. Dunn 
201 Robertson Building Harvey Building 
Ocala, Florida West Palm Beach, Florida 
CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE 
James M. McEwen, Chairman Reeves Bowen 
First National Bank Building Assistant Attorney General 
Tampa 2, Florida Tallahassee, Florida 
Charles E. Booth Archie Clement 
512 Main Street Meres Building 
Daytona Beach, Florida Tarpon Springs, Florida 
Allan B. Cleare J. Rex Farrior 
600 Whitehead Street Tampa Theatre Building 
Key West, Florida Tampa 2, Florida 
Zach H. Douglas W. William Judge 
Lynch Building 104 Bay Street 
Jacksonville, Florida Daytona Beach, Florida 
William A. Hallowes, III William K. Love 
County Court House Kentucky Building 
Jacksonville, Florida Lakeland, Florida 
Jack Kehoe Murray W. Overstreet 
Shoreland Building First National Bank Building 
Miami, Florida Kissimmee, Florida 
Phillip D. O’Connell Sigsbee L. Scruggs 
815 Harvey Building 21S. E. First Street 
West Palm Beach, Florida Gainesville, Florida 
John R. Parkhill Guy M. Strayhorn 
Tampa Gas Building Miller Building 
Tampa 2, Florida Fort Myers, Florida 
H. Gunter Stephenson Professor Vernon W. Clark, Advisor 
Phillips Professional Building College of Law 
Winter Haven, Florida University of Florida 


Gainesville, Florida 
FEDERAL TAXATION 


Hugh R. Dowling, Chairman Lawrence Truett 
Barnett National Bank Building Ausley, Collins & Truett 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Washington Square Building 
John W. Ball Tallahassee, Florida 
Stockton, Ulmer & Murchison James S. Wershow 
Barnett National Bank Building 16 West University Avenue 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Gainesville, Florida 
Leonard W. Cooperman John J. Trenam 
109 6th Street North Citizens Building 
St. Petersburg, Florida Tampa 2, Florida 
George W. Ericksen Amos E. Jackson 
First National Bank Building Murray Building 
Tampa 2, Florida Palm Beach, Florida 
Julian H. Lifsey Frank Steinberg 
Stovall Professional Building 235 Lincoln Road 


Tampa 2, Florida Miami Beach, Florida 
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Paul D. Barns, Jr. 
Security Trust Company 
Miami, Florida 

Michel G. Emmanuel 
Tampa 2, Florida 
First National Bank Building 

Paul Helliweil 
Congress Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

Warren F. Wattles 
Greenleaf Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 


Harry C. Duncan 
11 W. University 
Gainesville, Florida 
Louis F. Snetman 
1502 DuPont Building 
Miami, Florida 
Herbert E. Kaufman 
1629 DuPont Building 
Miami, Florida 
Professor Richard B. Stephens, Advisor 
College of Law 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 


William A. McRae, Jr., Chairman 


Florida National Bank Building 


Bartow, Florida 

Robert H. Anderson 
627 Ingraham Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

E. Dixie Beggs, Jr. 
Yonge, Beggs & Lane 
Pensacola, Florida 


E. Harris Drew 

Harvey Building 

West Palm Beach, Florida 
Richard H. Hunt 

236 Shoreland Building 

Miami 32, Florida 
Warren L. Jones 

Barnett Bank Building 

Jacksonville, Florida 


Florida Grower Press, Inc. 


Commercial Printing @ Briefs @ Book Binding 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


1306 Grand Central Ave. Phone 8-1885 


Hine’s Insuranee Counsel 
Approved Directory of Insurance, Transportation, Aviation and 
Motor Carrier Attorneys 
44 years—serving the legal-claims officials of the Casualty and Surety Co’s. 
Transportation Lines, Self-Insurers and Motor Carriers 
References: Any member; The Ass‘n. of Casualty & Surety Co’s. 


Hine’s Legal Directory, Inc. — 
Edward E. Collins, Editor 


First National Bank Bldg. 
Chicago 3, Illinois 
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Robert J. Pleus 
Pleus, Edwards & Rush 
Orlando, Florida 
John T. Wigginton 
Brock Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Chester Bedell 
616 Graham Building 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 
C. E. Chillingworth 
Cireuit Court 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
John D. Harris 
Florida National Bank Building 
St. Petersburg, Florida 


J. McHenry Jones 
Jones & Harrell 
Pensacola, Florida 

M. L. Mershon 
First National Bank Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

John H. Wahl, Jr. 
913 DuPont Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

Perry A. Nichols 
207 Shoreland Building 
Miami 32, Florida 

Professor George J. Miller, Advisor 
College of Law 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 


Roger J. Waybright, Chairman 
305 Law Exchange Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Walter H. Beckham 
Judge, Juvenile Court 
Miami, Florida 

Ralph M. McLane 
Attorney General’s Office 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Perry E. Murray 
Citizens Bank Building 
Frostproof, Florida 

Lewis E. Purvis 
Arcadia, Florida 

Richard P. Robbins 
County Judge 
West Palm Beach, Florida 

G. Warren Sanchez 
Live Oak, Florida 

James H. Sweeny, Jr. 

Barnett National Bank Building 
Deland, Florida 


Robert L. McCrary, Jr. 
Marianna, Florida 
B. R. Burnsed 
Macclenny, Florida 
Vassar B. Carlton 
Titusville, Florida 
Walter S. Criswell 
Judge Juvenile Court 
Jacksonville, Florida 
J. Emory Cross 
11 West University Avenue 
Gainesville, Florida 
Paul Kickliter 
Judge Juvenile Court 
Tampa, Florida 
Harry E. King 
Van Skiver Building 
Winter Haven, Florida 
Professor Eugene F. Scoles, Advisor 
College of Law 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 


LAW REPORTING 


Charles Tom Henderson, Chairman 
Assistant Attorney General 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Frank H. Elmore, Jr. 

Graham Building 
Jacksonville, Florida 

James Messer, Jr. 

Messer & Willis 
Midyette-Moor Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 


Louis Ossinsky 
Horn & Ossinsky 
411 Main Street 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
Charles H. Spitz 
311 East Park Avenue 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Chester E. Whittle 
Ellis & Whittle 
37 East Pine Street 
Orlando, Florida 
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A MODERN JUDICIAL SYSTEM 


Address of Justice Boletha J. Laws of the U. S. 


District Court for the District of Columbia at the 


Annual Convention of the Florida Bar March 24. 


Ten years ago almost to the day, I 
had the honor of speaking before your 
State Bar Association at its meeting in 
Tampa. At that time, one of your ob- 
jects was to obtain the adoption by 
your State Courts of rules similar to 
the then new Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure. As a judge of less than three 
years who had been struggling to ac- 
complish changes in the organization of 
the Courts in the District of Columbia, 
I spoke on the subject of pre-trial con- 
ferences which had been authorized by 
the new Federal Rules. It is delightful 
to meet with you again. 

I note the presence of two others who 
took part in the 1941 program of your 
Association. I refer to Cody Fowler, 
now President of the American Bar As- 
sociation, and Justice Elwyn Thomas, of 
your Supreme Court. It is my privilege 
to be working with both of them on the 
current program of the American Bar 
Association. 

Notwithstanding my pleasure at 
coming before you a second time, I am 
not without misgivings. Since I shall 
venture to advocate improvements in 
the organization of courts, I am not un- 
mindful that he who espouses changes 
treads on dangerous ground. He may 
be called a reformer. He may be called 
unstable. He may be referred to by 
more eloquent terms. Whenever I think 
I may have achieved some progress in 
court improvements, I repress my en- 
thusiasm, for I recall the story of the 
skilled country doctor who had a very 
ill patient in the hospital. Also looking 
after the patient was an intern who 
happened to be a loquacious individual. 
He continually talked to great extent, 
in contrast to the country physician 
who was taciturn in his manner. For 
days the life of the patient hung in the 
balance, but finally he showed improve- 
ment. Whereupon the intern said to the 
country physician: “If this man gets 
well, you will have a feather in your 
cap.” The country physician replied: 


“I am not interested in a feather in my 
cap because for every time one is put 
in my hat, two are pulled from my 
tail.” 

Perhaps I may set you at rest by 
telling you I shall not deal with any 
program that has not been tried and 
found to be a success. Many programs 
for improving courts have long since 
passed through the experimental stage 
and although bitterly fought by those 
traditionally opposed to changes, have 
met with success. This is the legend of 
him opposed to reforms: 

“In the beginning, the proposal 
was against the laws of God and 
of man. In its next stage, it was 
unconstitutional and unworkable. 
In its final stage, when success had 
been attained—I was for it all 
along’.” 

I am sure I need not labor the point 
that at any time, and especially today 
when there is a fierce struggle in the 
world between two ideologies, the courts 
of democracies must function in a full 
state of efficiency to maintain the re- 
spect and esteem of the public. In order 
to have efficiency, we need able and 
just judges, but we need effective court 
procedures. 

There have been occasions when our 
courts have suffered in public esteem. 
When one of our Presidents referred 
to decisions of our highest court as 
hearkening back to horse and buggy 
days, he was not speaking his views 
alone. If it be thought this was a po- 
litical approach, let us remember that 
not too many years previously, another 
President, of a different political faith, 
openly advocated recall of judicial de- 
cisions. Let us not be unmindful of 
those who have abandoned recourse to 
the courts and have turned to other 
means of settling litigation. We have 
seen administrative agencies mushroom 
until some of the most important, and 
I may say most lucrative, legal business 
is taken before them. We hear more 
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and more about arbitrations. We have 
been told many compromises are 
reached because it is claimed the courts 
are not geared to dispose of cases 
promptly and inexpensively. 


Lest my position in advocating 
changes be misunderstood, let me make 
it clear at once I do not propose de- 
parture from established decisions. It 
is essential to the cause of justice that 
courts must not upset decisions of for- 
mer years because of new philosophies. 
I hold firmly to the doctrine of stare de- 
cisis, quite as much as I hold in religion 
to the unchanging principles of the 
Ten Commandments. But we cannot 
hold to “the old time religion” principle, 
so far as court procedures are con- 
cerned. As industry has developed its 
silvery airplanes, streamlined trains and 
graceful automobiles, as the physician 
has developed serums, vitamins, cura- 
tive drugs and has amazed us by his 
surgery, so must we of the bench and 
bar develop prompt justice at reasonable 
cost, and a minimum of inconvenience 
to the litigant, witness and juror. 


Long delays in reaching trials, long 
and expensive trials, trials on collateral 
issues, judges’ holding cases under ad- 
visement for long stretches, a court 
system not integrated, in which some 
judges have hours and days of idleness 
and others are distraught because of 
overwork, are common faults. Many 
courts are short in personnel. Some 
judges are not provided secretaries. 
Many do not have law clerks. Until a 
few years ago our Court, the largest 
trial court in the nation, did not have 
court reporters. There are many in- 
stances where judges and court per- 
sonnel are miserably underpaid. They 
keep a good front, but facing financial 
embarrassment, they may not be able 
to reach full efficiency. Morale in the 
court system is quite as essential as 
in any other enterprise and, believe it 
or not, being underpaid seriously af- 
fects morale. Many courts are inade- 
quately equipped with libraries, the 
tools of the lawyer and the judge. Many 
courts have worn out records and an- 
tique filing systems. Seldom have the 


courts had in mind the convenience 
and comfort of the laymen who are 
compelled to do business in the court- 
house. It is deficiencies such as these 
which bring the courts into disrepute, 
and when our courts fall into disrepute, 
democracy totters. 


I think it is not unreasonable to ex- 
pect that with some exceptions in cases 
of unusual character, courts should 
make it possible to try cases within 
from three to six months after issues 
have been framed. I think it is fair 
to say also that with few exceptions a 
judge should never keep a case under 
advisement more than thirty days after 
submission. And I submit that one 
should be able to have the usual type 
of law suit tried in the trial court at 
a cost within the range of $100 and in 
the appellate court within the range 
of not to exceed $200. If this statement 
startles you, I am glad. We must have 
prompt justice. We must provide jus- 
tice at reasonable cost. 

There is a challenge to us of the law 
to bestir ourselves. Improvements are 
needed and the judge and the lawyer 
should see that they are provided. Some 
contend that the duties of judges are 
confined to his work on the bench. I 
have heard the statement made on more 
than one occasion that a judge should 
not become engaged in programs in at- 
tempting to improve the administration 
of justice but should hold to deciding 
cases; he should not engage in “extra- 
curricula activities.” In my judgment 
this is a tragic misconception of the 
duties of the modern judge. Many cases 
are well tried by able judges, yet jus- 
tice has been defeated, or at least im- 
paired, by delays, needless expense, 
cumbersome court methods, and lack of 
organization. Law today is big business. 
Those in other vocations have limited 
horizons, but those of the law deal 
with every phase of human activity. 
Rights of life, liberty, family problems 
property problems, estates, inventions 
and patents, Government procedures are 
but a few of the many subjects witi 
which those of the law must reach. In 
this vast field with which the judge, as 
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well as the lawyer is concerned, is it 
not certain that the judge, as the head 
of the court system, should take the 
lead in working with the lawver in pro- 
viding at once justice and modern bus- 
iness methods? Happily I can point you 
to many judges who within the past 
ten or fifteen years have taken leading 
parts in bringing the court programs 
to a state of efficiency. And it has 
been largely by reason of their activi- 
ties and the cooperation of leading law- 
yers that the picture of the courts is 
bright in many parts of our nation. 

Within the past ten or fifteen years, 
gigantic strides have been made in im- 
proving the administration of justice. 
In 1938 there came about a decided 
trend towards improving court proce- 
dures throughout the nation. It was in 
that year the new Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure, after twenty-five vears 
of persistent efforts, were adopted. In 
August 1939, the Congress of the 
United States, at the behest of leading 
jurists and lawyers, took strides to- 
wards building up good business pro- 
cedure in the Federal Courts. It inte- 
grated the United Stztes Courts. It es- 
tablished an Administrator for them to 
act under the direction of the Chicf 
Justice of the United States. It pro- 
vided conferences of judges and law- 
yers in every United States Circuit 
at least once each year. The Senior Cir 
cuit Judges, now established as the 
Chief Judges of their Circuits came 
to meet with the Chief Justice of the 
United States in Washington each year 
to build up the United States Courts in 
every part of the nation. Lately these 
meetings have increased to two each 
year. This week they have met in Wash- 
ington on a stupendous program. They 
will meet again in September. 


Almost contemporaneously with the 
advent of the program in the Federal 
Courts, there came about a similar 
plan for the state courts. The Ameri- 
ean Bar Association under the leader- 
ship of a great President, Arthur T. 
Vanderbilt, now Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of New Jersey, caused 
studies to be made as to the principal 


deficiencies in procedures throughout 
the courts of the nation. These studies 
were made by brilliant judges, lawyers 
and educators. Masterful reports were 
submitted to the House of Delegates of 
the American Bar Association which 
approved the reports. Thereupon special 
committees were set up in each state 
to carry forward these projects and 
others peculiarly applicable to the lo- 
eal jurisdictions. These Committees 
were under the direction of John J 
Parker, one of the outstanding jurists 
of the nation. 


The work has flourished in the 
United States Courts and in some of 
the state courts. Changes made have 
gone far past the experimental stage; 
they have proved successful beyond 
question. These changes have covered 
a wide domain. One of signal impor- 
tance I should like to discuss with you 
is the progress made in bringing about 
effective management of the courts. In 
July 1938, the American Bar Associa- 
tion proclaimed as an objective the pro- 
vision in each state for a unified judi- 
cial system, with power and responsi- 
bility in one of the judges to utilize 
available judges by assigning them to 
relieve congested dockets of other 
courts. In Chief Justice Vanderbilt’s 
recently published book on “Minimum 
Standards of Judicial Administration,” 
he advocates what is referred to as ex- 
ternal control of courts. This control 
is exercised over the business of the 
court by a judge not sitting as a mem- 
ber of the court or division which is 
managed or controlled. It is the dis- 
tribution of judges among courts, or 
of business among courts, by a judicial 
power outside of such courts. The action 
of a chief justice of a State Supreme 
Court in assigning a judge of a trial 
court to a court or district other than 
his regular court is an example. 

In the United States District Courts 
of our nation, external control is exer- 
cised by the Chief Justice of the United 
States. To him is reported the crowded 
dockets of courts in parts of the nation. 
Report is also made as to courts in 
other parts of the nation where the bus- 
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iness is reasonably current and where 
at the time the judges are not being 
required to work full time. By arrange- 
ment with the Chief Judges of the two 
Circuits concerned, the Chief Justice 
of the United States will assign a judge 
from the unburdened courts to the 
courts where business is in a state of 
arrears. A similar effective system in 
the State Courts exists in New Jersey, 
where a new Constitution was adopted 
by the legislature in 1949. The Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court is the 
administrative head of all the New Jer- 
sey Courts and he appoints an adminis- 
trator director to serve at his pleasure. 
A simple unified system of courts has 
been established under the Constitution 
with a Supreme Court, a Superior Court 
of general original jurisdiction, with 
law, chancery and appellate divisions 
(the law and chancery divisions being 
authorized to exercise the powers of 
each other when necessary, and a 
County Court in each county. In addi- 
tion to these Constitutional courts, 
there are in each county a Juvenile 
Court and Domestic Relations Court, a 
District Court with civil jurisdiction up 
to $1,000 and minor criminal jurisdic- 
tion, and in each municipality a munici- 
pal court with local criminal jurisdic- 
tion. This simple system of courts was 
authorized to replace one of the most 
complicated sets of courts in the nation. 
The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of New Jersey is authorized to assign 
judges of the Superior Court to the 
divisions and to transfer judges from 
one assignment to another as the need 
appears. He also is the administrative 
head of the county courts with power 
to assign any judge to sit temporarily 
in the Superior Court or to sit tempo- 
rarily without his own county in an- 
other county court. I shall not burden 
you with statistics as to the accomplish- 
ment in New Jersey, but will simply 
say they reveal one of the most amaz- 
ing strides in progress of court work 
which can be found in any part of the 
nation. 


In the District of Columbia, while we 
felt as long as five years ago we had 


worked out an excellent system of 
handling the business of the courts, it 
was not until January of this year, 
when power of assigning the business 
of our courts was vested in the Chief 
Judge that maximum results have been 
obtained. 


In connection with the integration of 
the judiciary, there is serious need to 
provide a court administrator. It has 
been amazing how long it has taken 
those engaged in the court system to 
realize the importance of having one 
who works at all times on the business 
of the courts. It also has astonished 
me to find that today there is serious 
cbjection in some quarters to the ap- 
pointment of an administrator. The 
reason seems to be that he is regarded 
as likely to assume police or spying 
tactics and that he will harass, or 
otherwise interfere with judges. In 
point of fact, the actual experience in 
jurisrictions where efficient court ad- 
ministrators have been provided has 
been that he is of tremendous help to 
the courts. He provides statistics and 
other supporting data for judicial con- 
ferences. He supports committees of 
judges who have problems not only in 
the courts themselves, but before the 
legislatures. He points out to the judge 
who has charge of assigning cases the 
statements as to the congested areas, 
lags of dockets, and other deficiencies 
at any point in the system, and also 
develops the data as to judges who are 
available and willing to serve in con- 
gested areas. This scientific supplying 
of facts and organization of committees 
has proved of inestimable value in 
bringing about improvements in the ju- 
diciary. If time permitted, I might en- 
large upon the accomplishments of the 
administrator in the United States 
Courts and I am sure it would be of 
stimulating interest to you. However, I 
shall do no more than mention some of 
the projects that have been accom- 
plished, largely by reason of the orga- 
nized support given by the administra- 
tor of the United States Courts 
to the judges in charge of pro- 


law clerks and additional probation of- 
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ficers. Increasing of salaries. This im- 
portant accomplishment has included 
court personnel, and judges themselves, 
I am happy to say. Obtaining from Con- 
gress additional judges in various Cir- 
cuits; assignment of judges to relieve 
congested dockets; reporting of cases 
long under advisement; bringing about 
a Code of criminal procedure—amend- 
ment of the United States Judicial 
Code; providing a new system in Bank- 
ruptcy; organizing United States Com- 
missioners throughout the nation. Simi- 
lar success has been maintained by the 
Administrator in the State of New 
Jersey, where, as I have already men- 
tioned after the changed Constitution, 
such remarkable progress has occurred. 

While in theory the Administrator 
may loom up as an annoyance, in actual 
practice, he has proved beyond doubt 
an efficient help and has relieved judges 
of detailed administrative burdens they 
could not possibly have assumed along 
with their duties of hearing and decid- 
ing cases. Let us realize also that if 
they are, yet they do not have time to 
devote to the vast administrative prob- 
lems of the courts. I firmly believe I 
do not make too strong a statement 
when I say that no sizeable court of 
today can possibly function to its full 
state of efficiency without a capable 
administrator with an adequate force 
under his direction. 


I have mentioned in connection with 
the integration of the judicial system 
the bringing about of judicial confer- 
ences in which judges and lawyers par- 
ticipate. These conferences now seem to 
be accepted throughout the nation. 
Whatever has been their form, whether 
by collaboration at State Bar meetings, 
Institutes, or whether held under the 
leadership of the Chief Justice of the 
State, they have, almost without excep- 
tion, proved to be successful. But not- 
withstanding the success of these con- 
ferences, it is my judgment we have 
overlooked bringing into participation 
one of the most important representa- 
tives. I refer to the layman, who is 
the central figure in the drama of the 
court. As litigant, witness and juror 


he has an intense interest in Court pro- 
cedures. I have mentioned to you that 
a large part of the work of the courts 
is based upon business. Let us recall the 
many fiduciaries supervised by the 
courts, such as executors, administra- 
tors, receivers, trustees, guardians, all 
with problems of accounting, invest- 
ment, and faithful carrying on out of 
their trusts. Let us recall the many hu- 
man problems that arise in the courts. 
Sometimes we judges may go for many 
hours or even days or weeks without 
a serious legal problem, but not an hour 
passes without a human problem. Quite 
as much horse sense is needed in the 
courts as is the brilliant mind of the 
judge. Need we mention the harrowing 
problems of crime correction, which in- 
volves rehabilitation of the convict, as 
well as protection of the public? Need 
we recall the distressing problems of 
mental health cases and divorce cases 
and will contests, where members of 
families are locked in combat? Surely 
the practical business man has a part 
and should have an intense interest in 
these problems. 


In March 1945, the first step was 
made to bring the layman into court 
procedures. In Washington, the Ameri- 
can Bar Association Committee on Im- 
proving the Administration of Justice, 
formerly made up of judges and law- 
yers, was reorganized to include lead- 
ing laymen chosen as representatives 
of various businesses and vocations. For 
six years now, we have had representa- 
tives of newspapers, bankers, insur- 
ance companies, public utilities, public 
and private schools, the medical profes- 
sion, representatives of Congress, the 
Administrative Office, boards of trade 
and commerce join in meetings about 
every two months with specific objec- 
tives of improving the administration 
of justice. Four times in the last six 
years, laymen have been principal 


speakers at Judicial Conferences in the 
District of Columbia. The results have 
been striking. We have accomplished 
many objectives which, I am frank to 
say, could not have been accomplished 
without help of the layman. 
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This participation of laymen has 
grown in the nation. In 1946, we per- 
suaded Governor Ear] Warren to launch 
a national movement to enlist coopera- 
tion of laymen in improving the admin- 
istration of justice. The Governor came 
from California to Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, to speak before the American 
Bar Association on this subject. Since 
then the movement has. gradually 
grown. In Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, 
Nebraska and Missouri, lay programs 
have been held. Today we have on of 
the Justices of your Supreme Court, 
Elwyn Thomas, heading up the national 
program. He will lead in bringing the 
laymen of New York into a session 
sponsored by the Section of Judicial 
Administration of the American Bar 
Association next September. This 
movement, still in infancy, has been 
referred to by a leading lawyer as 
promising to be one of the “mighty 
oaks” in the field of the law. 

Florida has shown signs of awaken- 
ing to the challenges of the day. You 
have set up high standards of admis- 
sions to your bar. You have brought 
about effective meetings of your bar 
associations. You have been studying 
the successful practices in other juris- 
dictions, and now have under way a 
proposed Constitution for Florida which 
if enacted will be a striking step 
towards modernizing business in your 
courts. You have judges who are alerted 
with your lawyers. Now if you will 
bring your leading laymen into the 
order of court procedures, I feel be- 
yond doubt a bright future for the 
courts of Florida is assured. 


Notwithstanding I have spoken, by 
urgent request only, far beyond my 
usual limits, I have touched only upon 
a few of many innovations in the law. 
I believe that to a large extent, judges 
and lawyers today are alert and pro- 
gressive. I believe that where they are, 
their programs should be heralded. It 
is well to make known progress when 
progress is attained. This is important 
in order to win back public confidence. 
We of the law do not have tangible 
products, like the man of industry, 
whose airplanes, railroads, televisions, 
radios, automobiles, and other modern 
creations capture the eye. We do not 
have the dramatic approach of the phy- 
sician or surgeon whose curative drugs, 
serums, vitamins and operations bring 
his profession plaudits it well deserves. 
Certainly we of the law should not seek 
publicity for ourselves, but we should 
let it be widely known that we are pro- 
viding modern and effective court pro- 
cedures; that we are not a cold, barren, 
technical institution, but a vital, effi- 
cient and alert group of men striving 
to attain an ideal, in a structure of jus- 
tice. We are engaged in a mighty effort 
and in a field as broad as humanity it- 
self. Let us build and continue to build 
our spires to heights where we shall 
merit and doubtless shall also attain 
the confidence, respect and esteem of 
those who find their ways into courts 
of justice and thus shall make full con- 
tribution to maintaining our democracy 
against every attack. 
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THE APPELLATE SYSTEM OF FLORIDA 


Address of Chief Justice Harold L. Sebring before the Florida Bar Convention March 24. 


I am sure all of us will agree that 
we have been most fortunate in having 
Judge Laws appear on our program to 
advise with us concerning the critical 
need for a re-evaluation of our under- 
lying court structure and to tell us 
what must be done if our courts are to 
continue administering justice with the 
accuracy and dispatch that the public 
has the right to demand. For many 
years Judge Laws has been a recog- 
nized leader in this work in the Judicial 
Administration Section of the American 
Bar Association and hence is in a posi- 
tion to speak with authority in this 
field of legal activity. I am hopeful 
that what he has had to say on this 
timely and vital subject will bear fruit 
and that on some date in the not too 
distant future we shall see the reforms 
about which he has spoken written into 
the basic and statute law of Florida. 

In the time allotted to me today I 
shall attempt to give you a few facts 
which I think will point up some of the 
things about which Judge Laws has 
spoken and will demonstrate the press- 
ing need for the establishment of such 
court machinery and methods in Florida 
as will enable the State judicial system 
to discharge its functions properly and 
thus maintain the prestige so vitally 
necessary to its continued existence. 

As every lawyer in Florida knows, 
the Supreme Court cf Florida derives 
its appellate power from Article V of 
the Constitution which was framed 
in 1885 and became operative January 
1, 1887 This arti~e, which provideu, 
originally, that the Supreme Court 
should consist of 3 justices, also pro- 
vided that the Court should have appel- 
late jurisdiction in all common law, 
equity and criminal cases originating in 
the Circuit Courts; in all cases of felo- 
nies originating in the Criminal Courts; 
and in all appeals from Circuit Court 
judgments or decrees pertaining to 
cases arising before County Courts 
with respect to probate matters and 


cases involving the management of the 
estates of infants. It provided, further, 
that the Supreme Court should have 
the power to issue writs of mandamus, 
certiorari, prohibition, quo warranto, 
habeas corpus, and writs necessary or 
proper to the complete exercise of its 
jurisdiction. Thus in one succinct ar- 
ticle of the Constitution of 1885 was 
contained the expression of the then 
popular will that, with the exception cf 
appeals in misdemeanor cases and ap- 
peals in common law actions wherein 
the demand or value of the property in- 
volved did not exceed $100, all ultimate 
appellate power should rest with the 
Supreme Court of Florida. 

When your Supreme Court was thus 
organized under the Constitution of 
1885, the provisions of the Article were 
broad enough to allow the appellate 
division of the State Court system to 
take care of the appellate business of 
the period and all that might reasonably 
be expected to arise in the then fore- 
seeable future. For in 1887 there were 
only 39 counties in the State with a 
combined population of just a little 
more than 338,000 people. Of this popu- 
lation, only about 191,000 were whites, 
who were engaged, for the most part, in 
farming, lumbering, and fishing (pur- 
suits not at all likely to engender intri- 
cate, protracted or extensive litigation) 
while the rest of the people were ne- 
groes, who had very meagre, if any, 
property holdings and who had occa- 
sion to resort to the courts so infre- 
quently that litigation from that source 
was hardly ever to be expected. 

The bulk of this population lived 
north of a line which might be drawn 
east and west of what is now the south 
boundary line of Marion County, for, 
with a few minor exceptions, everything 
south of that line was largely a track- 
less wilderness. Such of the 39 counties 
as were south of that line and which to- 
day might conceivably be classed as 
“South Florida’ counties—Orange, 
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Polk, Manatee, Hillsborough, Brevard, 
Dade and Monroe—had a combined 


population of a little more than 52,000 - 


people—about 16 per cent of the total 
population of the State. 

The work of the Supreme Court in 
1887 (the first year of its operation 
under the new judiciary articie) con- 
sisted of the handling of 83 appellate 
matters. Of these, only 4 came from 
the so-called “Sovth Florida” counties 
—2 appeals from Hillsborough County; 
2 appeals from Orange. 

Of the 83 matters disposed of by 
the Supreme Court in 1887, seven in- 
volved the issuance of extraordinary 
writs; ten were appeals in criminal 
cases; twelve were concerned with the 
rules and statutes governing procedure; 
twenty-two were from circuit court de- 
crees in equity; and thirty-two were 
from judgments entered in ccmmon 
law actions. 


I shall not dwell at length upon the 
changes which have occurred in this 
State during the 65-year period since 
the adoption of the original Judiciary 
Article. I think it sufficient to say, 
only, that since 1885 the population of 
the State has increased more than 800 
per cent, while at the same time the 
business of the Supreme Court has ex- 
panded correspondingly. Where, in 
1887, the Court handled oniy 83 <ases, 
most of which presented single, simple 
issues for determination, it handled last 
year 927 cases, many of which presented 
a great variety of issues for decision. 
Moreover, the records of the Court re- 
flect that the nature of the appellate 
work has shifted during the veriod. 
For, whereas in 1887 only 27 per cent 
of the appeals were concerned with 
equity cases and matters of general 
public interest; the bulk of the case 
work today, due to increase in commer- 
cial activities and the establishment of 
state boards and bureaus, is on the 
equity side of the docket and with mat- 
ters involving original jurisdiction-—55 
per cent of the work, to be approxi- 
mately accurate. This shift, as would 
naturally be expected, has resulted in a 
substantial enlargement of appellate 


records and briefs and a marked in- 
crease in the number and complexity of 
the issues to be decided. 

Moreover, the case load has tended to 
shift from North Florida to Central 
and South Florida (which is not at all 
surprising when one considers that ap- 
proximately 62 per cent of our people 
now live in that part of the state) and 
today 65 per cent of the case load (604) 
comes from that part of the Peninsula. 

Now, what does this increase in ap- 


. pellate litigation mean, so far as it af- 


fects the Court, the litigant, and the 
general public? 

Information gathered by the Clerk 
of our Court through interchange of 
letters with the Clevis of the Supreme 
Courts of other States in the Union 
shows that your own Supreme Court 
handles more litigation than any other 
Supreme Court in the nation. The sur- 
vey, which covers the past 5-year pe- 
riod, shows that 9 state supreme courts 
handle, on the average, less than 190 
cases 2 year. Fourteen of the Courts 
handle more than 109 cases but less 
than 200. Seven hand!< more than 200 
but less than 300. Enght handle more 
than 300 but less than 400. Five handle 
400 but less than 500. Three handle 
more than 500 but less than 600. Only 
two, Florida and California, handle 
more than 600 eases a year. 

From this survey we have learned 
that the average yearly case loads of 
the various State Supreme Courts, ex- 
cluding the case load of Florida, is 246 
cases. Your.own Supreme Court hand- 
led, in the year 1950, alinost 4 times that 
number. 


Last year your Supreme Court dis- 
posed of more cases than the average 
yearly case loads of the highest appel- 
late courts of New York and Pennsyl- 
vania combined (892); than the aver- 
age yearly case loads of the Supreme 
Courts of Ohio and Michigan combined 
(859); than the average yearly case 
loads of Alabama, Georgia and South 
Carolina combined (914). It disposed 
of more cases during the year 1950 
than the combined average case loads 
of the Supreme Courts of Minnesota, 
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Wisconsin, Indiana and Illinois (908). 
It had almost as large a case load as 
the combined average case loads of 
Virginia, Louisiana and Texas (980). 

The average annual case load of the 
Supreme Court of Florida for the years 
1948, 1949 and 1950, about equaled the 
combined average case loads for the 
same period of Colorado, Kansas, Iowa, 
and Nebraska (847); of Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Vermont and Massachusetts (837). It 
about equaled the average yearly case 
loads of Maine, New Hampshire, West 
Virginia, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Wyoming, Montana, New Mexico, 
Idaho, Nevada, and Oregon combined 
(840). 

The only State Supreme Court in the 
country that handles anything like the 
volume of work handled by the Supreme 
Court of Florida is the Supreme Court 
of California, which has an average 
case load of 787 cases yearly. And it has 
been handling this load with a court 
composed of 7 justices, who are assisted 
in their work by 9 well-paid, full-time 
research attorneys, 7 research assist- 
ants and 7 legal secretaries. 

Many of you will recall that not so 
many years ago (at the end of the late 
lamented Florida “boom’’) the Supreme 
Court of Florida was so far behind 
with its docket that 18 to 24 months 
would elapse from the time an appeal 
was taken until a decision was reached. 
I am happy to report that that period of 
time has been so greatly reduced that 
at the present time an average period 
of less than 1 month elapses from the 
day the case is orally argued until the 
day a decision is reached. 

How has this been accomplished? You 
may be interested in that aspect of the 
matter. 

1. The Judiciary Article adopted in 
1886 provided, originally, that the Su- 
preme Court should consist of 3 jus- 
tices. However, in 1902, the Article 
was amended so as to allow the appoint- 
ment of 3 additional Justices to the 
Court, and to allow cases to be heard 
and decided by a division of the Court 
consisting of 3 Justices and the Chief 


Justice; unless a case presented a ques- 
tion of the constitutionality of a stat- 
ute, rule, regulation or municipal or- 
dinance, or involved capital punishment, 
or unless there was a dissent to the 
proposed judgment of a division. 

By virtue of this amendment, the 
Court has been able during the past 48 
years to hear and dispose of a consid- 
erable number of its cases by divisions. 
Without this provision the appellate 
system would have broken down long 
ago, under the pressure of the stupen- 
dous case load it has been called on to 
carry. 

2. In the year 1929 a statute was 
enacted by the Legislature authorizing 
the Court to call to its assistance 3 
members of the Bar to act as Court 
Commissioners. While the opinions pre- 
pared by the Commissioners did not 
have the force of law until approved 
by the Court, these Commissioners, dur- 
ing the 4 years they served, rendered 
a great public service in helping the 
Court clear its docket. 

3. In 1939 a Rule of the Supreme 
Court was promulgated which author- 
ized the Court to review appeals from 
interlocutory orders in equity cases by 
proceedings in the nature of certiorari, 
and which provided that opinions would 
rot be written in such cases unless re- 
quired to settle the law of the case or 
unless the writing of an opinion was 
shown to be essential cr necessary as a 
guide to the lower court and the liti- 
gant in subsequent steps in the cause. 

This rule has been responsible for 
clearing the docket of a great number 
of appeals that by any other method 
of review would have been unduiy de- 
layed. 

4. Another rule promulgated by the 
Court at about the same time provided 
that applications for extraordinary 
writs would be heard by the Court only 
on Motion Days. The rule also pro- 
vided that in mandamus actions juris- 
diction would be assumed only where 
a state officer or agency authorized to 
represent the public generally was 
named as respondent. 

Prior to the adoption of this rule a 
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part of almost every working day had 
been consumed by the Justices in hear- 
ing and considering such applications, 
many of which involved purely local 
matters that the Circuit Judges were 
in better position to deal with, under 
their constitutional power to issue writs 
of mandamus, than were the members 
of the Supreme Court of Florida. 

The adoption and enforcement of this 
rule has given the individual Justices 
more time free from interruption in 
which to consider and write appellate 
cases assigned to them for the prepara- 
tion of opinions. 


5. In 1940 a Constitutional Amend- 
ment was adopted enlarging the per- 
sonnel of the Court from 6 to 7 mem- 
bers, so that the Court might always 
be in position to decide a case by a 
majority of its members instead of by 
3-3 decisions, which had become increas- 
ingly prevalent. 

The addition of the seventh Justice 
has permitted the final disposition of a 
larger volume of litigation than other- 
wise would have been possible. 

6. The time allowed for the presen- 
tation of oral arguments (except in 
exceptional cases) has been limited by 
Court Rule to a period not exceeding 
30 minutes to the side; and the saving 
in time effected thereby has given the 
Justices more free time in which to 
consider their cases. 

Incidentally, for those who may en- 
tertain the view that a period of 30 
minutes to the side is not long enough 
in which to present a case, let me point 
out that during the past year the aver- 
age time consumed in the oral-argu- 
ment cases heard by the Court has 
been 36 minutes for the complete argu- 
ment. I attribute this shortening in 
time, not to the fact that the Court 
has restricted counsel in the presenta- 
tion of oral arguments (for such has 
not been the case) but to the fact that 
the members of the Bar have become 
apprised of the things we deem useful 
to us in such arguments and hence, 
more than ever before, are limiting and 
confining their arguments to the essen- 
tial, material issues. 


7. Moreover, with respect to oral 
arguments, the Court has increased the 
number of cases on the Oral Argument 
Calendar, and now is hearing 7 to 8 
cases daily in its oral argument ses- 
sions which are held 2 weeks out of 
every month; whereas in former times 
the Court heard but 4 or 5 daily. 

8. Finally, the Court h&s had to re- 
sort—as have the appellate courts of 
many other states where unrealistic 
and outmoded constitutional provisions 
have compelled them to consider too 
great a variety of cases—to the prac- 
tice of rendering P. C. or memorandum 
decisions in appeals where the Court 
reaches the conclusion that the judg- 
ment or decree appealed from should 
be affirmed and that the facts and 
issues in the case present no novel point 
which would be useful in our jurispru- 
dence. 


By these means and through the hard 
and self-sacrificing work on the part 
of individual Justices, the Court has 
been able, for each successive year dur- 
ing the past 5-year period, to increase 
its output yearly. For example, in 1945 
the Court disposed of 563 cases; in 
1947, it disposed of 664; during the 
year just ended, it disposed of 927. Yet 
despite the yearly increase in cases dis- 
posed of by the means and methods 
which I have outlined, the records re- 
veal that the Court is losing ground 
steadily in its effort to keep up with 
its docket. While there remained on 
the docket at the end of 1945, a total of 
156 undisposed of cases; and at the end 
of 1947, a total of 255; there remained 
on the docket at the end of 1950, a 
total of 357. 


While I am giving you these figures, 
you may be interested in knowing that 
on January 1, 1948, there were 13,185 
chancery, common law and criminal 
cases pending in the Circuit Courts of 
Florida. Over a 21% year period, extend- 
ing from January 1, 1948, to July 1, 
1950, the Circuit Court of the State dis- 
posed of 69,818 Chancery, Common Law 
and Criminal cases. Despite this tre- 
mendous output over the 21% year pe- 
riod, there were, on July 1, 1950, 21,- 
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774 chancery, common law and criminal 
cases pending in the Circuit Courts of 
Florida and ready for trial. I cite these 
figures to show you that the tremendous 
appellate case load of the Supreme 
Court of Florida is not something that 
is temporary in nature, but is the direct 
reflection of steadily increasing litiga- 
tion in the Circuit Courts which we 
may expect to grow larger as the popu- 
lation of our State increases. 

Now from all this it seems perfectly 
obvious to me that your Supreme Court, 
operating with only 7 members under 
a Judiciary Article that was framed 
to meet the needs of more than half a 
century ago, has just about reached 
its maximum capacity in case output; 
and that we might as well face the fact 
squarely that unless some immediate, 
definite, affirmative action is taken to 
revamp the work plan of the State Ju- 
dicial System (as we would revamp 
the work plan of any other business 
enterprise) so that it will keep step 
with the progress, the ever growing 
needs, and the enlarged demands of a 
state that has grown in the past 10 
years more than 44 per cent in popula- 
tion, we shall certainly face the time 
(if, indeed, the time has not already 
arrived) when the docket of your Su- 
preme Court will again become so hope- 
lessly clogged with delayed litigation 
that the Court will be unable to dis- 
patch the appellate business of the state 
with the accuracy and_ reasonable 
promptness that the public has the right 
to demand. 


Section 4 of our Declaration of Rights 
prescribes that “right and justice shall 
be administered without sale, denial or 
delay,” thus recognizing in “delay” the 
same inherent evil as is present in the 
sale or denial of justice. Yet few of us 
would deny that of all the complaints 
lodged against courts today, judicial 
delay constitutes the most serious criti- 
cism. More and more, judicial processes 
are being criticized as inefficient, slow, 
cumbersome and costly. Citizens do not 
feel that the courts provide prompt and 
inexpensive protection of their rights; 
with the result that the prestige of the 


courts suffers. 

To correct this situation is peculiarly 
the duty of the members of the Bar. 
They have the requisite knowledge and 
experience to suggest practical reforms. 
They are the ones who represent the 
litigants in the Courts and hence they 
are the ones to whom the public looks 
to take such action as may be necessary 
to eliminate delay in the administra- 
tion of justice. It is for this reason 
that I place before you a picture of the 
situation in the appellate branch of the 
State Judicial System as it exists to- 
day, and suggest to you that something 
should be done about it. 

Some members of the Bar who are 
familiar with the present situation are 
already advocating the creation of an 
intermediate appellate court clothed 
with power to adjudicate with respect 
to a certain well-defined class of liti- 
gation. They point out that only by 
the establishment of such a system, 
with power in the Legislature to pro- 
vide for additional branches of such a 
court when the case load warrants, can 
the appellate business of the State be 
kept current. 

As opposed to this plan, there are 
those who assert that the establish- 
ment and maintenance of such a court 
system would prove highl expensive 
and, furthermore, that an appeal be- 
fore such a court would constitute but 
another step in a cause whose final des- 
tination would ultimately be the Su- 
preme Court of Florida. 


Other members of the Bar are advo- 
cating an enlargement of the personnel 
of the present Supreme Court, as a 
means of meeting the situation. They 
point out that the salaries of such addi- 
tional justices as would be needed would 
be but a small item; that provisions 
could be made in the new Supreme 
Court building to house such additional 
Justices; and that by means of such 
an enlargement of personnel the docket 
could be kept current. 

I have no doubt that there are other 
proposals with which | am not familiar. 

Personally, I have no choice as to 
any particular plan or proposal. My 
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only desire in the matter is that the 
present Judiciary Article be re-exam- 
ined and re-framed (as I conscien- 
tiously believe that it should) and made 
broad enough to enable the Appellate 
Branch of the Judicial System to prop- 
erly discharge the responsibility that 
rests upon it under the Constitution; 
and that such plan as eventually may 
be adopted to bring about that result 
will be elastic enough in its terms to 
enable the appellate Branch to take 
care of all case needs in the future. 

Manifestly, either proposal will re- 
quire a reframing of the present judi- 
ciary which, with certain minor excep- 
tions, remains as it was framed 65 years 
ago. So long as the appellate jurisdic- 
tion of the Court is fixed, as it is in 
Section 5, Article V, so as to include 
appeals in all criminal cases and all 
cases at law and equity originating in 
the Circuit Courts; all cases of felo- 
nies arising in the Criminal Courts; 
and all cases in the Circuit Courts from 
appeals from the County Judges’ Courts 
in all probate cases and cases involving 
the management of the estates of in- 
fants, the establishment of an inter- 
mediate appellate court of the kind 
suggested can never be possible. So 
long as the number of Justices of the 
Supreme Court is fixed by section 2 of 
Article V, the enlargement of the per- 
sonnel of the Court is not immediately 
possible. 


Either or both of the proposals which 
have been suggested can be brought 
about, therefore, only by an amend- 
ment to the Constitution. To pave the 
way either for the establishment of an 
intermediate appellate court or for the 
enlargement of the present personnel 
of the Court, I would suggest a simple 
amendment which would provide “The 
Supreme Court shall consist of such 
number of Justices as the Legislature 
shall prescribe, which number may be 
increased or decreased but shall never 
be less than seven,” and “The Supreme 
Court shall have appellate jurisdiction 
in all cases involving capital punish- 
ment; the determination of a State or 
Federal Constitutional question wherein 


shall be brought into controversy the 
constitutionality of a Federal or State 
statute, rule, regulation or municipal 
ordinance; and of such other matters 
as the Legislature shall prescribe.” 

When such an amendment is adopted 
by the people, the way will be clear for 
providing by legislative enac*ment the 
type of appellate court system best 
suited to the needs and temper of our 
people. 

As to the two plans which I have 
heard proposed, that is; the establish- 
ment of an intermediate appellate court, 
on the one hand, and an increas2 in the 
personnel of the present Supreme Court, 
on the other, my views, for what they 
may be worth, are these: 

Should a pian eventually be adopted 
establishing a separate intermediate ap- 
pellute court system, I am of the opin- 
ion that the jurisdiction of suen a court 
should be confinec to a class of litiga- 
tion as to which the Court’s judgments 
would be final---or, if not final, that any 
further review of such proceedings be 
allowable befov2 the Supreme Court 
only on issues of law and then only by 
discretionary certiorari. 

Should a plan eventually be adopted 
increasing the present Supreme Court 
membership as a means of meeting the 
steadily-increasing case load, I am of 
the opinion that the membership should, 
perhaps, be increased to 10; so as to 
allow the Court (except as to capital 
cases, cases involving Constitutional 
questions and, perhaps, certain other 
important litigation) to sit in 3 divi- 
sions of 3 members each and to render 
decisions by the concurring vote of the 
3 members (as is now done in the Fed- 
eral Circuit Courts of Appeal and in 
Supreme Courts of several of the 
states); and that, also, the constitu- 
tional amendment providing for such a 
plan should be broad enough in its 
terms to allow one or the other of the 
3 divisions, so created, to sit, on occa- 
sion, in places other than at the seat 
of government, and there hear cases 
on the original record, in the event the 
appellate business of any particular sec- 
tion of the state should warrant it. 
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As I have said, the task of advanc- 
ing necessary legislative and constitu- 
tional proposals with respect to needed 
judicial organization and administra- 
tion is, as it has always been, one for 
the Organized Bar. Progress in any di- 
rection will be difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, unless the outspoken and aggres- 
sive support of the Bar is forthcoming. 
If the members of the Bar do not take 
front line positions in behalf of meas- 
ures designed to improve the adminis- 
tration of justice in our courts, aggres- 
sive effort on the part of any other 
segment of our population is hardly to 
be expected. 

The responsibility for adopting a 
proper resolution to be submitted to 
the electorate would, of course, rest with 
the members of the Legislature. How- 
ever, that responsibility would not go 
undischarged, I am sure, if the needs 


of our democratic judicial process were 
brought before that group through the 
aggressive and united appeal of the 
members of our great and noble pro- 
fession. 


It is the lawyers of this state who 
have been instrumental in bringing 
about needed improvements in the ad- 
ministration of justice. Through their 
combined activities a modern Probate 
Act, a Criminal Procedure Act, and a 
simplified code of rules of common law 
and equity procedure, have been 
adopted. The leadership, brains and ini- 
tiative exhibited by lawyers in secur- 
ing the enactment of these measures— 
all of which have proven their worth 
as substantial aids in the orderly ad- 
ministration of justice—are now sorely 
needed for the inauguration of a new 
project aimed in the same direction. 


CROSBY PRESIDENT OF JUNIOR BAR 


Harold B. Crosby of Pensacola was 
elected president of the Junior Bar at 
the Palm Beach convention, succeeding 
Robert D. Tylander of West Palm 
Beach. 


William Graham of Gainesville was 
elected vice president, and Mallory 
Horne of Tallahassee, secretary and 
treasurer. 


Members of the Board of Governors 
are William Hoffman of Pensacola, Riv- 
ers Buford, Jr., of Tallahassee, Her- 
bert Darby of Lake City, Don H. Stubbs 


of Jacksonville, Virgil Milbrath of 
Ocala, Jack Clark of St. Petersburg, 
Howell Melton of St. Augustine, Mark 
Hawes of Gainesville, Elmer O. Friday 
of Orlando, Harry Lee of Sebring, Sid- 
ney Aronovitz of Miami, Charles (Ju- 
bal) Early of Sarasota, Edward B. 
Rood of Tampa, Ernest Welch of Pana- 
ma City, Mark Maurer of Fort Lauder- 
dale, and Ignatius Lester of Key West. 


Senator LeRoy Collins of Tallahassee 
was the principal speaker at the Junior 
Bar meeting. His subject was “Flor- 
ida’s Future.” 
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John H. Connelly has been appointed 
assistant to Solicitor Robert R. Taylor 
of Dade county, to fill the vacancy 
caused by the recall of Joseph O. Eaton 
to active service in the Air Forces. 


W. H. Seaver, recent graduate of the 
University of Florida, has opened law 
offices in the Massey building at Dade 
City. 


Joseph L. Wolf of Tampa has opened 
law offices in the Price building at 
Dade City. 


The Duval County Legal Aid Asso- 
ciation elected Allen L. Poucher as its 
president, succeeding Fayette Holland. 
During 1950, the association had 667 
applications for legal aid, and 29 attor- 
neys served these applicants. 


The overload of cases in the Supreme 
Court has received wide publicity in 
the press. Allen Morris, who writes 
“Cracker Politics” discussed the situa- 
fion in a column 26 inches long that 
appeared in a number of the larger 
dailies. H. G. Davis, Jr., Tallahassee 
correspondent of the Times Union, de- 
voted a Sunday feature column to a 
survey showing Florida court handles 
more litigation annually than any other 
Supreme Court in the Nation. 


George T. Delves, graduate of the 
University of Florida, has opened law 
offices in the Independent Life Build- 
ing at Jacksonville. 


The Volusia County Bar Association 
approved a proposed legislative act 
which would create a law library in 
the county. 


Circuit Judges John Dickinson and 
Victor O. Wehle wanted some additional 
bookcases in their chambers. Inquiry 
showed the probable cost to be $500. 
The judges got hammer, saw, nails, 
lumber, etc., and built the shelves them- 
selves at a cost of $60 and several 
blistered fingers. And they also got 
their picture in the papers. 


George T. Eidson, Jr., February 
graduate of the University of Florida, 
has joined the Orlando law firm of 
Akerman, Dial and Akerman. 

Stuart W. Patton is the new presi- 
dent of the Orange Bow] committee in 
Miami. 

Richard M. Sauls, formerly associated 
with W. C. Mather in Hollywood, has 
opened offices in the Slater building. 
He is municipal judge of Hallandale. 

L. Williams Graham and E. R. Mills, 
Jr., associates of the Gainesville law 
firm of Lazonby and Dell, became mem- 
bers of the firm effective February 1. 
The firm name will be Lazonby, Dell, 
Graham and Mills, with offices in ihe 
Baird building. Jack R. Bissell, recent 
graduate of the University of Floriia, 
has become an associate of the firm. 

John C. Cooper, Jr., former Jackson- 
ville attorney, has been appointed di- 
rector of the newly-established Insti- 
tute of International Air Law at Mc- 
Gill University, Montreal, Canada, ef- 
fective March 1. He is a member of a 
family long prominent in Florida law 
practice. His grandfather, Charles P. 
Cooper, his uncle, Charles M. Cooper 
and his father, John C. Cooper, prac- 
tised as partners at Jacksonville. John 
C. Cooper, Jr., was at one time a mem- 
ber of the Jacksonville firm of Cooper, 
Cooper and Osborne. His brother-in- 
law, H. P. Osborne, and his nephew, 
H. P. Osborne, Jr., now practice at 
Jacksonville with the firm of Osborne, 
Copp & Markham. Since 1946, John C. 
Cooper, Jr., has practiced at Princeton, 
N. J., where he has been a member of 
the Institute for Advanced Study at 
Princeton University. He was president 
of the Florida State Bar Association 
in 1931. 


Quentin V. Long, formerly with the 
legal staff of the State Road Depart- 
ment, has opened offices in the Brock 
Building at Tallahassee for the general 
practice of law. 
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From 
LAWYERS’ TITLE GUARANTY FUND 


Phone 3-6444 


P. O. Box 2671 


Orlando, Florida 


FEBRUARY NEWS AND NOTES 

During February members issued 
guarantees to 163 owners and 43 mort- 
gagees, totaling $2,027,892.00. Aggre- 
gate contributions for the month were 
$5,671.89. $1,310.00 initial and $4,- 
361.89 additional. Expenses for the 
month were $3,381.46. Net additions to 
Fund assets were $2,290.43. 


NEW MEMBERS SINCE 
LAST JOURNAL 
Boyd H. Anderson, 
Lauderdale 
Sylvan B. Burdick, West Palm Beach 
W. V. Chappell, Jr., Ocala 
Bert A. Davenport, Panama City 
Mayo C. Johnston, Panama City 
Gordon W. Lynn, Palm Beach 
George B. Mehlman, West 
Beach 
Benedetto J. Militana, Miami 
Garland W. Spencer, Sanford 


MEMBERS ISSUING THEIR 

FIRST GUARANTEES 
Robert F. Cromwell, Riviera Beach 
C. Shelby Dale, Fort Lauderdale 
Cecil T. Farrington, Fort Lauderdale 
Mellor and Watson, Fort Myers 
C. H. MeWilliams, Coral Gables 
Paul C. Ropes, Miami 
Sample & Becht, Fort Pierce 


Jr., Fort 


Palm 


Richard M. Sauls, Hollywood 
Robert W. Shaughnessy, Coral Gables 
Von Zamft, Simon & Lake, Miami 
W. Marion Walton, Pompano Beach 
FIRMS ISSUING FIVE OR 
MORE GUARANTEES 


Raymond and Wilson, Daytona 
Beach, 17 

Dayton, Dayton & Dayton, Dade City, 
10 


Shepard & Dykes, Cocoa, 8 

Sheppard & Woolslair, Fort Myers, 8 

Akerman, Dial & Akerman, Orlando, 
6 


INDIVIDUALS ISSUING THREE 
OR MORE GUARANTEES 
Amadeo A. Meitin, St. Augustine, 8 
Charles E. Booth, Daytona Beach, 7 
William D. Hixon, Naples, 7 
Edward H. Levin, Miami, 7 
Frank Wotlitzky, Punta Gorda, 5 
Irving F. Kalback, 4 
Sam Y. Allgood, 
Richey, 3 
Robert M. Curtis, Fort Lauderdale, 3° 
Sidney M. Lippman, Orlando, 3 
D. Frank Smoak, Jr., Venice, 3 


Jr., New Port 


Bart E. Sullivan, Pompano Beach, 3 
Ralph B. Wilson, Fort Pierce, 3 
LARGEST GUARANTEES ISSUED 
Simmons and Johnson, Miami, $107,- 
500.00 (Owner) 


| News 
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Robert M. Curtis, Fort Lauderdale, 
$59,000.00 (Owner) 

Jack A. Abbott, Miami Beach, $50,- 

000.00 (Owner) 

J. T. Blackard, Miami, 
(Owner ) 

Brunsetter & Waldin, Miami, $44,- 
500.00 (Owner ) 

Irving F. Kalback, Miami, $44,000.00 
(Owner) 

Henry H. Taylor, Jr., Miami, $42,- 
000.00 (Owner) 

Raymond and Wilson, Daytona Beach, 
$40,000.00 (Owner) 


NOTE 


The report of Raymond E. Barnes, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Lawyers Title Guaranty Fund, made to 
the Board of Governors of the Florida 
Bar at the Convention in Palm Beach 
was encouraging. Mr. Barnes reported 
substantial progress on the Fund’s cam- 
paign to raise sufficient contributions 


$50,000.00 


Our 
96-million-dollar 
expansion program 
means more power 


for 28 counties 
in Florida. 


from its members to qualify with the 
State Insurance Commissioner. The 
amount necessary to secure a certifi- 
cate of qualification is $100,000.00. It 
was reported that contributions in the 
amount of $13,000.00 had been received, 
and at the time of this writing, that 
sum has been increased to $14,700.00. 


These advances, together with the 
sum on hand, leaves a balance of ap- 
proximately $30,000.00 yet to be raised. 
It is hoped that the members of the 
Fund will come forward promptly to 
the end that the additional sum may 
be realized and the qualification of the 
Fund with the Insurance Commissioner 
realized. It is either now or never inso- 
far as the future progress and success 
of the Fund is concerned. We know the 
lawyers of Florida will not let this 
opportunity pass to assure the Fund’s 
future success and development. 


JOHN T. WIGGINTON. 
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The OFFICIAL 
Florida Statutes of 1949 


will be usable for the next 14 to 16 
months, or until well into 1953. 


Every lawyer needs a set for quick 
reference to the latest up-to-date 
Florida Statutes. 


Purchase your set now 


$12.50 


from the 


SECRETARY OF STATE 


Tallahassee, Florida 
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Your Florida Supreme Court Reports 


OFFICIAL 


A complete set of the Official Reports of the Florida Supreme Court may 
now be had at a price on terms the young lawyer can afford to meet. This 
has been made possible by our purchase from the State of Florida of its 
complete stock of bound and unbound reports, and by our reprinting a 
number of volumes that have long been out of print; so that for the first 


time in some 25 years complete sets are available. The set is complete in 


volumes 1 to 160 and 100 Part 2, and with the exception of volumes 1 


to 22 reprinted in five books, the set is available in single volumes, uni- 
formly bound in buckram. 


LIBRARY SPACE SAVER 


The Florida Reports are handy in size, the type is large and easy to read. 
The set is compact—it requires only about seven standard sized sections of 
book cases, or about 21 lineal feet of shelf-space to house. 


BRIEFS OF COUNSEL 


All of the early Reports contain Briefs, or Arguments of Counsel. This 
important feature was continued up through Volume 47 (1904), and 
contained therein are the results of careful and painstaking research by 


some of Florida’s outstanding lawyers. This is the only place where this 
valuable material is available. 


“1 have a complete set of the official Florida Reports and use it 
exclusively. | prefer the Florida for many reasons: the volumes ore 
-smaller and easier to handle, the print is larger and more visible, 
and most important of all | do not have to have my shelves loaded 
down with the cases of five appellate courts of three other states, 
one of which is governed by a continental system of law distinct and 
foreign from our Anglo-American way.” 
Winter Haven, Florida 


PAUL RITTER, 


For price and convenient plan of payment, 
write to: 


THE HARRISON COMPANY 
LAW BOOK PUBLISHERS 
Pryor and Hunter Sts. Atlanta, Georgia 


| 


